
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Galatians 2:20 

• Yet not I 

• Prayer of Augustine 
• Jesus your mercy 
• 254, Here is love 
• 284, Near the Cross 

Announcements and Prayer requests 
 
July 26, 5:30 Fellowship/game night (bring appetizer if you’re 
able) 
July 27, Center for Life Choices – Colorwalk 
August 4 – Communion and Pot-Luck 
October 6 – GBF Hartstone Day Camp 
 
Communion 
 

1st Samuel – The rise of David/decline of Saul 

The man with the Holy Spirit vs the man without 

1 Samuel 17 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
- Teaching - 

  Eric Peterman 

1st Samuel – The rise of David/decline of Saul 

The man with the Holy Spirit vs the man without 

1 Samuel 17 

- July 21st, 2024 - 

 



v1-11, The military situation between Israel’s army and the 

Philistine army. 

- Philistine champion, the pagan Goliath, mocks the army of the 

Living God.  

- Israel’s natural fear and conflict – they are under the leadership 

of a man who is absent the Holy Spirit’s unction and who 

walks in the flesh. 

v12-23, David is introduced to the scene 

v24-27, David is made aware of Saul’s bounty on Goliath’s head: 

- His daughter’s hand in marriage 

- His clan will not have to pay taxes to the crown! 

- It is apparent when one reads on into the next chapters that 

David was not thinking of himself, but honestly wondering 

why some Israelite soldier didn’t step forward, kill Goliath, and 

collect on the bounty! 

V28-30, David’s oldest brother gets defensive and hurt feelings 

- In the end, David pursues the answer to why has no one taken 

out Goliath? 

V31-39, Saul’s response to David’s eagerness is expressed in 

seemingly prudent, but fleshly ways. Despite Saul’s pious sounding 

words in v37, there is nothing about the power of the Spirit in Saul’s 

advice or actions here. 

V40, David’s preparation for battle – Note the stick or stave his 

hand, the five stones taken from the brook between the battle lines, and 

the sling in hand. It is possible but not certain (see also v43) that the 

sling being used was a staff-sling (fustibalus) rather than a free string 

sling. (There are pros and cons to each weapon). In either case, either 

sling is an unobtrusive, low-tech, but powerful weapon in the hands of 

a skilled slinger! But it takes real bravery and conviction to run, 

unarmored into the face of an experienced giant of a warrior, armored 

like a tank and with strong offensive weapons. 

V41-47, the pagan taunt of David (and by implication, Yahweh). 

Goliath knows this is a spiritual conflict, and he would have injured 

pride over the Dagon/Ark of the Covenant event, and be seeking 

revenge for it here. Goliath makes oaths of vengeance before his gods. 

David’s response demonstrates the priority and power of the Living 

God to accomplish His purposes, using David as the instrument. “the 

Lord of Hosts” is the name of God introduced by Elkanah and 

Hannah in ch 1! Note also that both Saul and Goliath have 

underestimated David each in their own way. David’s special Spirit 

filling for this work in battle, as well as his own walk in obedience to 

the Lord (a different work of the Spirit available to all believers), 

makes him both willing to do the Lord’s bidding and supernaturally 

able – it both motivates and empowers him to carry it out! 

V55-58,  “Whose son is this young man?” 

1st Samuel – The rise of David/decline of Saul 

The man with the Holy Spirit vs the man without 

1 Samuel 17 

The iconic battle of David vs Goliath is one of the most well known scenes from 
the OT, and a well-tread metaphor in the common vernacular. And rightly so. 
But for all its popularity, there is an aspect of the story that is sometimes 
minimized or missed. Chapter 17 of 1st Samuel isn’t just about David and 
Goliath, it is also about David in contrast to Saul, or more precisely, what a man 
with the inward work of the Holy Spirit, and the outer unction of the Holy Spirit 
for ministry can do versus what a man walking in the flesh and without the 
outer unction of the Spirit does and cannot do in the natural. In this powerful set 
of events we see a conflict and a sharp contrast: In David vs Goliath… the 
conflict between Jahweh the Lord of Hosts and the pagan, demonic gods of the 
Philistines, and we see the contrast between an Israelite man with the Spirit 
and another Israelite without. The fact is, the pagan Goliath is a military and 
political problem for Israel only because Saul is no longer a Spirit-filled man! A 
Spirit filled teen has to do the spiritual and military heavy lifting for a grown 
man because that man is walking in the soul-sucking power of the flesh. Don’t 
lose sight of this contrast in all the battle excitement! 


