- Order of Service -
Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Psalm 99:1-3

Ancient of Days
Psalm 99:4-5
63, He is exalted
Psalm 99:6-7
Behold our God
Psalm 99:8-9

Announcements and Prayer requests

July 13th, Baptism & Pot-luck - at the Petermans’, Noon
July 27, Center for Life Choices - Colorwalk
October 6 - GBF Hartstone Day Camp

Communion

1st Samuel - The rule of king Saul
To obey is better than sacrifice! Saul rejected of God
1 Samuel 15

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
_Eric Peterman
15t Samuel — The rule of king Saul

To obey is better than sacrifice! Saul rejected of God
1 Samuel 15
- July 7th, 2024 -




15t Samuel - The rule of king Saul
To obey is better than sacrifice! Saul rejected of God
1 Samuel 15

If chapters 11 and 12 present Saul at his best, as a man, as king and in the
spiritual and moral sense. These next three chapters, 13, 14 & 15, reveal the very
different moral characteristics and spiritual depth of two men: King Saul and
his son, Jonathan. Here in chapter 15 king Saul reveals most clearly that he is
more a pragmatist than a principled spiritual man, that he fears the opinion of
his subjects more than he fears God, and has a prideful heart that is disinclined
to repent publicly, but seeks to save face instead.

In chapter 15 we see the judicial rejection by the Lord of Saul as king, how the
word of the Lord through Samuel brings it out in the open, and the tragic
withdrawal of prophetic access as Samuel permanently withdraws from the
royal court. It takes some time for Saul’s kingdom to wind down into the death
of king Saul, but starting in ch16 we will see the rise of David, son of Jesse in the
eyes of the Lord.

A key lesson here is that when the Word of God speaks to an issue, it is
inherently right, and is the final and sufficient word and over-rules all
human preference and apparent wisdom. God’s word is to be obeyed and
conformed to by us and not vice versa. Worship of God is to be as He
prescribes, not as seems fitting to us. God cannot be integrated into our
lives, rather we are to be integrated into His. Disobedience to God has
serious consequences. The test of true worship is not so much that we feel
good about it, but that God is worshipped as He reveals Himself to be.
Worship is objective: Has God been actually obeyed and revered and
loved? Let us be a people who love Him by obeying Him. Jesus said, “If you
love me, you will keep my commandments.”

v1-3, Samuel establishes the order of rule and divine
communication of God’s will: God has been patient for hundreds of
years with one of Esau’s clan’s: the Amalekites: They are the
descendants of Amalek, the grandson of Esau by his son Eliphaz. (Gen
36:12) During the exodus from Egypt, nearly 500 years before, these
sons of Esau brutally resisted the Israelites as they journeyed to their
promised land. (Ex 17:8-16) Now God’s patience has ended and He
determines to wreak justice on these unjust Jew-hating false
religionists. So the Lord uses Saul and Israel as His instruments of
justice. Note the Lord’s title in v2, “Lord of Hosts”.

V3 contains a key word or phrase, “utterly destroy” charam — it
means to devote totally to the Lord holding nothing back, to place
under a total ban, to wipe out that which is banned.

V4-8, Saul does very well here up through verse 8 (see charam there
in v8 again).

V9 is where the disobedience begins to rear it’s ugly head. Key in
on two phrases, “Saul and the people” (together). And “were not
willing to charam them utterly;”

V10-16, Saul lies (v13), is challenged (v14) blame shifts to the people
(v15)

V17-19, Samuel’s cross-examination of Saul’s behavior.

V20-21, Saul’s half-truths and prevarication and blame-shifting and
intent to establish false-worship (worship not prescribed by the Lord).

V22-23, The irrevocable judgment of Saul as king.

V24-31, The desperation and bargaining of Saul. V31 is particularly
odd and sad.

V32-33, Samuel is forced to do what Saul should have done in the first
place. (ie, Samuel has to act as righteous king and judge, because Saul
failed to do so. We see this with Elijah and the prophets of Ba’al later).

V34-35, The terrible division and departure of Samuel from the king’s
court. For Saul now comes a long period of spiritual famine and
darkness in his court. We will see his lack of spiritual vigor in doing
the Lord’s work in the events of David and Goliath. David the boy has
to do what Saul the man is incapable of. That event is not not so much
about how wonderful David is (he was), but about how disconnected
Saul was from the power and blessings of the Lord. He had lost his
spiritual and therefore his kingly powers.




