- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

1 Samuel 13:8-14

e Fathers Day - Men, choose the hymns you’d like to
sing! (Please chose from the hymns we regularly
sing.)

Announcements and Prayer requests

July 7, Communion (as part of church service, in the
sanctuary)

July 13th, Baptism & Pot-luck - at the Petermans’
July 27, Center for Life Choices - Colorwalk

October 6 - GBF Hartstone Day Camp

1st Samuel - The rule of king Saul
Ch 13, Saul and Jonathan - contrast of spiritualities
1 Samuel 13, (reading 13:8-14)

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
_Eric Peterman
15t Samuel — The rule of king Saul

Ch 13, Saul and Jonathan - contrast of spiritualities
1 Samuel 13, (reading 13:8-14)
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15t Samuel - The rule of king Saul
Ch 13, Saul and Jonathan - contrast of spiritualities
1 Samuel 13, (reading 13:8-14)

Chapter 11 and 12 present Saul at his best, as a man, as king and in the spiritual
and moral sense. These next three chapters, 13, 14 & 15, reveal the very different
moral characteristics and spiritual depth of two men: King Saul and his son,
Jonathan. These chapters begin to flush Saul out as a man more interested in
how he comes across as a great leader, his use of God and religion is a stamp of
approval on what he wants to accomplish, and his elevation of himself as the
ultimate king (more like the nations around them) rather than as an obedient
earthly proxy for Jahweh on the earth, the heavenly and ultimate king.

Saul’s short-sightedness and misuse of God and divine things for his own
political and self-glorification goals begins a a processes that gradually
disconnects him and his reign from being a channel of divine blessing to Israel.
At one point his son Jonathan even says that his father has brought trouble on
Israel (14:29), his foolish actions and words limiting what was supposed to be a
quick and total victory over the wicked Philistines. This brought lingering
military trouble that David has to deal with over the long-haul, later. In fact,
Saul’s disobedience to God eventually results in the loss of his rulership, it not
being transferred to his son Jonathan as would normally be the case, and the
eventual death of Jonathan in battle along with his own miserable and ignoble
death. The later event of David and Goliath is a case in point of the great
contrast between the depth and quality of faith between Saul and David.

Disobedience to God has serious consequences. Let us not be like Saul,
half-heartedly faithful. Let us be like Jonathan, heeding the word of the
Lord and takina action on it! God is faithful. Let us trust Him.

v2-7 Gibeah (v. 2) was Saul's hometown and his capital. Michmash
was five miles northeast of Gibeah, and Geba was four. Saul wanted to
clear the area around Gibeah, and the central Benjamin Plateau on
which it stood, of Philistines, in order to make this population center
more secure. Jonathan's initial victory at Geba provoked the
Philistines, who massed their forces across the gorge that separated
Geba and Michmash. This is the first mention of Jonathan, whose
name means, "The LORD Has Given." (in Ch 14:12, Jonathan uses
this same name/phrase!) In going to Gilgal, Saul was following orders
that Samuel had given him earlier (10:8). Saul was to meet Samuel,
and Samuel was to offer sacrifices of worship, before Saul engaged the
Philistines in battle. Because of the superior Philistine army, the

Israelite soldiers were afraid, and some even fled (cf. Judg. 6:2). The
enemy must have been very strong to threaten al the way over to
Israel's eastern territory, since Philistia was Israel's neighbor to the
west.

V8-14, Fearful at the mass desertion of his soldiers, Saul decided to
slay the sacrificial animals before engaging the enemy, and to attack
rather than to wait for Samuel to come and offer the sacrifices. This
was a violation of the prophet's orders (10:8), and it shows that Saul
favored the pragmatic and superficial use of external religion to bless
what he wanted or protect from what he feared, rather than obeying
God’s personal commands through the prophet Samuel, and out of
conviction of the heart and reverent fear of the Lord. Saul could have
asked for the LORD's help in prayer, of course, as Hannah did.

Contrast David's submission to Nathan, God’s prophet (2 Sam. 12:1-
15) with Saul's rebellion against Samuel, God’s prophet. Outward
visible ritual was important to Saul, so he offered sacrifice disobeying
Samuel. Contrast weak-in-faith Gideon. He also faced overwhelming
odds fearfully, yet trusted and obeyed Yahweh (Judg. 6).

V15-23, Saul's punishment fit the crime. The king of Israel was the
LORD's lieutenant. Disobedience to his Commander-in-Chief was an
act of capital insubordination that threatened the whole administrative
organization of God's kingdom on earth. Saul failed to perceive his
place and responsibility under God. (Contrast King Hezekiah's
appropriate behavior in a similar situation in 2 Chronicles 29:25.) Saul
assumed more authority than was his. For this reason God would not
establish a dynasty for him (cf. 24:21). Had he obeyed on this
occasion, God would have placed Saul's descendants on his throne for
at least one generation, if not more (v. 13; cf. 1 Kings 11:38). Perhaps
Saul's descendants would have reigned in a parallel kingdom with the
king from Judah. Now Saul's son, Jonathan, would not succeed him.
Eventually God would have raised up a king from the tribe of Judah—
even if Saul had followed the LORD faithfully (Gen. 49:10). That king
probably would have been David. But instead of love between Saul
and David, flowing out of obedience, Saul plants the bitter seed of

disobedience and it grows thorns that choke out his kingdom.
"Saul lost his kingdom for want of two or three hours' patience." — Matt. Henry




