It's all about God'’s

character &

 His character:
“being rich in mercy”

» The word “rich” or
“riches” describing
God'’s character
shows up in
Ephesians 1:7, 18;
24,7, 38,16

motivation

* When it comes to
mercy, God has a

wealth

of mercy

It's all about God’s
character & motivation

* Notice that we do not
get what we deserve

* Instead we receive -
by grace alone -

 His character:
“being rich in mercy”

* God’s mercy is
shown in His

withholding gs:,r}fmtng‘
judgment that we blessings we
humans most cannot ever
certainly deserved hope

as we were in Adam to earn

It's all about God'’s

character &

« His motivation:
“because of His
great love for us”

» This love He had,
has, & will have for
us is agape — a
love that does not
depend upon our
worthiness or our
recognition of need

motivation

* God’s unconditional
love for us is
described as to
magnitude: “great”

-

It's all about God’s

character &

» Expanding upon the
character of His love:
“even when we were
dead in our
transgressions”

» This phrase puts
perspective on how
great is God's love

motivation

* When we were
spiritually separated
from God, when we
were positionally in
our sins...

* God was motivated
& acted to identify
us with Christ & to
place us “in Him”

It's all about God’s
character & motivation

* When we were
spiritually separated
from God, when we
were positionally in
our sins...

* God was motivated
& acted to identify
us with Christ & to
place us “in Him”

« Expanding upon the
character of His love:
“even when we were
dead in our
transgressions”

 This phrase puts
perspective on how
great is God’s love

It's all about what God did

* We who believe
in Christ are alive
because God made
us alive — not because
we try harder, go to
the right church, are
faithful in church
attendance, or give a
higher percentage of
money to the church

* The phrase “made
us alive together
with Christ” says
that in fact believers
are spiritually alive
in their position

» God alone is the
one who does the
action of making
believers alive

It's all about what God did

+ At first examination,
the phrase “by grace
you have been saved”
may look like Paul
was adding a stray
thought, disconnected
from the rest of the
passage, or jumping
ahead with the topic

* But Paul has been
telling them that
they are saved by
God’s character of
grace put into action
on God'’s part, & not
the character or
efforts of any
human being

Christians adapted &
redefined a Greek word

* But the Christians
adapted the word
charis, radically
stretching its meaning
to include God'’s doing
favors for those who
were enemies & quite
undeserving, with no
chance of ever
returning the favor

Prior to the writing
of the New
Testament, the
Greek word for
“grace” (charis)
was used fora
favor done for
friends & relatives
without expectation
of a favorin return
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A cultural insight

» As pagans, the
people of Ephesus
had been taught that
any favorable action
from any pagan
deity required work
& sacrifice & literally
buying the favor of
the deity

« But now as believers
in Christ, these
former pagans had
to learn that it is
only God’s love &
overwhelmingly
gracious character &
His acts which save
the one who believes

Oh... just one more thing...

» “Saved”in the * The results
Greek here is a of our salvation
perfect passive accomplished by
verb:itisa God keep on
completed past going
action with . & going
ongoing results . :
into the future . z going

We are saved from

.|.

the penalty of sin

the power of sin

the presence of sin

It's all about what God did

» Then Paul places
the crowning jewel
on this outrageously
gracious & majestic
masterpiece of
salvation: “and
seated us with Him
in the heavenly
places in Christ
Jesus”

* |t would have been
so immensely
wonderful just to
have been saved by
grace from spiritual
death & its eternal
consequences

* But God has seated
me with my Savior!

It's all about what God did

* Then Paul writes: « As Christ
“and raised us up was crucified
with Him” physically, we

» We who believe have been

have been raised
up — taken from a
place of spiritual
separation from
God - & placed into
ongoing relationship

crucified spiritually;
as Christ was
raised physically,
we have been
raised spiritually

Take special note of...

* Itis “us” who have
been seated; if you
are a believer here
this morning you
are not hoping to
get seated, working
towards getting
seated, nor earning
a seat, nor waiting

Take special note of...

» Our seating is
“in the heavenly
places”

* The Greek here is
the same as in
Ephesians 1:3, so
we are, as the
Greek says literally:
“in the heavenlies”

* We have been
blessed with every
spiritual blessing in
the heavenliesin
Christ Jesus

* We have been
seated with Christ,
where & in Whom
all of our spiritual
blessings are located

Take special note of...

* The final crescendo |
of Ephesians 2:6 is
not simply being “in
heaven”—sonot |
just “a better place” |

* Itis our being with |
Him & enjoying our
totally undeserved |
blessings in Christ
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It's all about identification

* “made us alive

together with Christ
and raised us up

with Him, and

seated us with Him .
in the heavenly

places in Christ
Jesus,”

 This part of
Ephesians 2:4-6
centers upon three
“san-" prefix verbs

Each verb
communicates

“us in some action
together with Christ”

!

\\P@ Key word in Ephesians 2:5

» made us alive together with (KJV: hath
quickened us together with):
sizoopoied = sin + zogreod + poied =
together with + alive + make

* We don’t earn being alive, try to be alive or
in any way seek to actlively

* Believers are made spiritually alive by God
& that is accomplished by God alone

A

\tgﬂ Key word in Ephesians 2:6

* raised us up with (KJV: hath raised us up
together): sdnegeiré = sian + egeiré =
together with + raise

» When Christ was raised to life, we were

raised to life together with Him

Key word in Ephesians 2:6

» seated us with (KJV: made us sit together):
sugkathizo = sin + kathizo =
together with + seat

» By God's doing — and not by our own efforts
or worthiness — we have been seated in
position together with Christ in the heavenlies

» That position is with Him & it is the end result
of our identification with Christ in His death,
burial, resurrection, ascension & seating

burial, resurrection, ascension & seating

o

\tgﬁ Key word in Ephesians 2:6

+ seated us with (KJV: made us sit together):
sugkathizo = sdn + kathizo =
together with + seat

* By God’s doing — and not by our own efforts
or worthiness — we have been seated in
position together with Christ in the heavenlies

» That position is with Him & it is the end result
of our identification with Christ in His death,

Ephesians 2:6 places

us here ,

. ™

The eart’f(%mosphere
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We have been
identified with Christ so that...

* God identified us with Christ in His death,
burial, resurrection, ascension & seating for
an even further purpose

» God identified us with Christ, with a number
of marvelous & profound benefits, so that
in the ages to come He might show the
surpassing riches of His grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 1:19b-21

...in accordance with the working of the
strength of His might 20 which He brought
about in Christ, when He raised Him from
the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above
all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the one to
come.

“this age... th

Creation Fall
| |

e one to come”

70t Messiah

week comes
| | |

I I L/

<— This present evil age—>+The age to come—~>

Ephesians 2.7

...so that in the ages to come He might
show+ the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

+ the word translated “show” is also
used in the Greek Old Testament in
Exodus 9:16, where God says to
Pharoah through Moses that He will
show (demonstrate to) Pharoah His
power

Exodus 9:16

"But, indeed, for
this reason | have
allowed you to
remain, in order
to show you My
power and in
order to proclaim
My name through
all the earth.”
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Did you notice...?

» That though we
might be inclined to
ask what we will be
doing in heaven...

» This verse (Eph.
2:7) describes God
as the one taking
the action (to show
= to reveal by actual
demonstration)

Surpassing?

Ephesians 1:19, .
“...the surpassing+

Ephesians 3:19,
“...to know the love

greatness of His of Christ which
soverowrdUs spasses
: knowledge”

Ephesians 2:7,
“...He might show
the surpassing+
riches of His grace in
kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus.”

+ surpass: huperballo
= huper + ballé =
over + throw

Did you notice...?

» That each time
Paul uses this
word “surpass”
(huperballd), it
has to do with the
character of God or
specifically of Christ

» Thatin Ephesians
1:19 & 2:7 this
intense word further
modifies an already
extreme word:
“greatness” or
“riches”

“...in Christ Jesus.”

» God's kindness
toward us has
nothing to do with
how hard we tried
or how nice we are
or any other quality
we or anybody else
thinks is good for a
person to have

* God's kindness
toward us is entirely
based upon who we
are in Christ Jesus
because we have
been identified with
Him in His death,
burial, resurrection,
ascension & seating

Did you notice...?

» Ephesians 1:19,
“...the surpassing
greatness of His
power toward us
who believe.”
Ephesians 2:7,
“...He might show
the surpassing
riches of His grace in
kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus.”

That the revealing &
the demonstration of
the surpassing
character of God
(power, in Ephesians
1:19 & grace, in .
Ephesians 2:7) is
toward us who

believe & are

therefore in Christ?

About eternity

Eternity isn’t
primarily about what
we have done, but
about what He has
done

Eternity isn’t
primarily about what
we will do, but what
He will do

» Eternity isn’t
primarily about
who we are here or
what we will be like

+ Eternity is about who
He is & what He is
like & what we are &
will be like because
God has made us to
be eternally in Him
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