1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Today God desires to teach us,
who are not under the Law, from the Law

« All of 1 Corinthians
chapter 10 consists
of Paul drawing
lessons from the
first five books of
the Bible, known
as ‘the Law”.

» Though we are not
under the Law, it is
inspired Scripture
& profitable for us
(1 Timothy 3:16,17),
so there are lessons
to be drawn from it.

Paul's basis for learning from the Law:
the Israclites were God’s chosen pecple,
as we are now, who are in the church.

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Lessons from the Israelites, for the
believers at Corinth

« We, like those « God does not
believers at Corinth, change, & neither
can learn things does the sin nature.
from the Law of « So the reason we
Moses, even though  can learn from the
that was then & this  |sraelites (aka Jews
is now, because we or Hebrews) is that
are both God's they gave us some

chosen people, really good really
& also because... bad examples.

1 Corinthians 10:6
Now these things happened as examples for
us, so that we would not crave evil things as
they also craved.

1 Corinthians 10:11

Now these things happened to them as
an example, and they were written for our
instruction. ..

Also in Romans 15:4

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Paul issues a warning about
being guided by our feelings

* “Good” or “bad”
feelings can be
used as the final
measure of what
is spiritually true,
& what is morally
& ethically right.

* |n various ways
& at various times,
people have lived
life by their feelings.
+ Feelings are viewed
as authoritative, &
meeting those felt

For whatever was written in earlier times

was written for our instruction...

needs of ourselves  + When we believers

& others seems like
it validates ministry.

embrace this view,
the result is death.

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Biblical Faith is Founded in Facts:

Feelings

Faith (Belief, Trust)

Spiritual Facts from God'’s word

1 Corinthians 10:1-4

Israel had five spiritual advantages

1) The cloud that

led the Israelites
in their wanderings
through the desert
was powerful &
visible evidence

of His presence,
His loving care

& His guidance.

2) They experienced

God’s miraculous
deliverance
through the sea,
when God parted
the waters for them
to pass through,
but used it to stop
the Egyptians.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4

Israel had five spiritual advantages

3) They wereled
by Moses, God’s
appointed leader

for their redemption

from Egypt.
« Baptism is an

outward expression
of the identification

of a believer with

their object of faith.

4) They all ate the

manna that God
faithfully provided
for them.

5) They all drank

water that came
from the rock, &
the rock stands

for God's provision
through Christ.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4

We in the church
have parallel advantages

1) As believers in

Christ, we have the

guidance of God’s
word & the Holy
Spirit, along with
His presence &
indwelling power.

2) We also are all

miraculously saved
& delivered by Him.

3) We who believe

are united with
Christ, having a
baptism into Him.

4) Christ is the bread

(manna) of life
(John 6:35, 48).

5) Christ, our rock,

is also the living
water (John 4:14).
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1 Corinthians 10:5

God was not pleased with them

* Though God had
offered all these
advantages to the
Israelites, in brief
summary, God was
not pleased with
most of them.

» Though they did or

did not do things, so
as to displease God,
the biggest problem
was that they didn't
believe what God
had revealed.

Israel's failure to walk by faith in what God
revealed resulted in physical death. Our
unbelief pays spiritual death (Romans 6:23).

1 Corinthians 10:6

Not just caving to the craving

The craving can be
for many things, & it
is amazing what the
human heart can
come to crave.

It is not that we
deny that we have
various feelings,
or that we simply
ignore them.

» But everything is

to be founded on &
measured by what
God had revealed.

* |t is trusting in heart

& action what God
has revealed (the
truth) that is biblical
faith — faith in God's
revealed facts.

1 Corinthians 10:7-10

Paul profiles four
problematic practices

« Just as Moses
recorded that the
Israelites had their
problems with four
practices, so did the
Corinthians have
four similar areas
of spiritual & moral
hazard.

* One of the main

reasons that the
believers in Corinth
had these similar
areas of spiritual &
moral hazard was
because of the
activities in the
pagan temples.

1 Corinthians 10:7-8

Idolatry & sexual immorality

1) When the pecple

of Israel ‘played’ in
the presence of the
golden calf, it is
possible that this
also involved sexual
immorality (Exodus
32:6; Genesis 26:8;
Numbers 25:1-3).

2) When the people

of Israel joined the
Moabites in their
religious feasts at
Baal Peor, they
did join with the
Moabites in their
sexual immorality
(Numbers 25:1-9).

1 Corinthians 10:9

Dissatisfaction

3) The Israelites fell
into almost chronic
dissatisfaction with
what God had so
graciously provided

for them, testing His
patience, & counting

their judgment of
adequacy as quite
superior to God'’s.

» Dissatisfaction

is the opposite

of thankfulness

& contentment

in what God has
provided & given,
& has determined
is grace & blessing
& adequate for
each of us.

1 Corinthians 10:10

4) Moses recorded ten -

Grumbling

separate instances
of grumbling among
the Israelites from
the time they left
Egypt to the time
that they came to
the border of the
promised land.

One instance,
recorded by Moses
in Numbers 11:1-3,
says that God
judged Israel’'s
grumblers with fire,
& their lives were
taken in the
process.

1 Corinthians 10:12

“‘But | feel...”

* Those who fell into
these practices
most likely felt
justified in their
feelings & practices,
as did the believers
in Corinth in their
feelings & practices.

» But having our

feelings ‘call the
shots’ in our lives,
however intense,

& even if our felt
needs are met, is
still idolatry, even
without a visible idol.

No doubt the Israelites & the Corinthian
believers had feelings behind their sins.

1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you but such as
is common to man; and God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will provide
the way of escape also, so that you will be

able to endure it.

Observe what this verse says about God'’s
character (see Hebrews 13:5), & what Ged
will not allow, & what God will do. Also take
note that the escape does not automatically
mean getting away, but enduring while going
through the temptation / trial.
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