
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

1 Samuel 7:2-12 

• Mother’s Day – Hymn Sing 
Announcements and Prayer requests 
 
 - October 6 – GBF Hartstone Day Camp 
 

1st Samuel – From judges to monarchial rule 

Revival in Israel, Samuel gets old, Israel wants a king 

1 Samuel 7-8, (reading 7:2-12) 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 
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642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

1st Samuel – From judges to monarchial rule 

Revival in Israel, Samuel gets old, Israel wants a king 

1 Samuel 7-8, (reading 7:2-12) 

- May 12th, 2024 - 

 



End of chapter 6-The return of the Ark of the Covenant 

The pagan misuse of the Ark is punished by God among the Philistines 

that have captured it in battle. Now the irreverence of some in Israel 

as the ark is returned up the valley to Beth-Shemesh brings healthy 

fear of the Lord to Israel and sparks the start of a great and sustained 

revival. 

 

The Ark has been, during the few hundred years of the Judges, 

residing in Shiloh in the tabernacle there. 

7:1, Now it goes from Beth-Shemesh to Kiriath-Jearim, to the house of 

the Levite Abinadab, and the priest Eleazar, Abinadab’s son, is 

consecrated to attend to it. 7:2, The seeds of revival are planted in 

Israel. 

7:3-11, The spiritual revival, the turning to God from idols and the 

resulting victory over the Philistine oppressors 

12-end, The rollback of Philistia and regain of Israel’s lands And 

the establishment of peace even with the Amorites/Canaanites. 

Samuel’s mid adult life is invested in being a circuit riding judge for 

Israel. Samuel administered civil responsibilities (7:17), religions (7:6, 

17), and military (12:11). And because there was no tabernacle of the 

Ark, he built an altar in his home-town of Ramah. 

8:1-9, Several decades now pass, Samuel is old, and in his 

declining strength he appoints his sons as judges. See Ex 23:8, Deut 

16:19). It is a strange thing for Samuel to see and repeat Eli’s error. 

V4, the people lose heart and faith that God will take care of them and 

the political pressures and “practical realities” take their eyes of the 

character and Providence of God and they go from looking up to 

looking around for the source of their strength. 

V8 gives a clue as to what’s going on the hearts of the Israelis. 

V10-18, the warnings 

V19-end The refusal to heed the wisdom of God’s man. The rejection 

of Jahweh as the theocratic king. The insistence on a human king. 

Samuel’s acquiescence. And here is we come to the close of the period 

of the Judges of Israel speaking for Jehovah (which points out the 

problems of each person operating under their own conscience), and 

the start of human monarchy (which points out the weakness of sinful 

human nature and the tendency and possible abuses of authority and 

power). The need for a perfect and righteous king unfolds in history. 

1st Samuel – From judges to monarchial rule 

Revival in Israel, Samuel gets old, Israel wants a king 

1 Samuel 7-8, (reading 7:2-12) 

In chapters 7-8 several decades in the life of Samuel are covered. We go from his 
20’s all the way into his elder years, and much transition and change in Israel 
spiritually, socially and politically occurs. In this time Israel will regain the Ark 
of the Covenant and learn to fear the Lord’s commands regarding its treatment. 
She will again learn the price of idolatry and turn to the Lord in a great 
spiritual revival. The Philistine’s will be driven back territorially and in strength 
by the Lord. Prophet and judge Samuel will then age several decades and 
become old. 

A new generation will in some ways forget the revival of wonder and faith in the 
Lord’s special care for them, how He drove back the Philistines when they 
trusted in and obeyed Him, and they’ll lose heart in their direct dealings with 
God. It should be remembered that at this time there is no central government, 
no standing army, and unless the people are walking with the Lord in faith via 
his precepts, listening to his prophet Samuel, they feel vulnerable and small 
when they look at themselves. They are a relatively weak hill-country rural 
people squeezed chaotically between neighboring peoples and empires. So they 
naturally, eventually resort to what they can see around them in their 
neighboring countries. The political drive, the fearful motivation to “be like 
them” and have what they consider power, stature and stability gnaws at them. 

They forsake God as the theocratic king of Israel and yearn for a human, one of 
them to be king. 

But the Lord will use even this weakness to move forward to the eventual 
establishment of David and his kingdom, and out of that kingdom eventually 
will issue forth the kingdom of the Messiah, our Lord Jesus, the perfect Man. 

Hear and heed the Word of the Lord! 

 


