- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

1 Samuel 5:1-7

e 10 O worship the king

e (od the uncreated One

e [exalt Thee

e 46 Crown him with many crowns

Announcements and Prayer requests
- Today, Communion and Pot-Luck
- October 6 - GBF Hartstone Day Camp
1st Samuel - Israel and the Philistine oppression

Dagon submits to Yahweh!
1 Samuel 5-6 (reading 1 Samuel 5:1-7)

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
1st Samuel - Israel and the Philistine oppression

Dagon submits to Yahweh!
1 Samuel 5-6 (reading 1 Samuel 5:1-7)
- May 5%, 2024 -




1st Samuel - Israel and the Philistine oppression

Dagon submits to Yahweh!
1 Samuel 5-6 (reading 1 Samuel 5:1-7)

The Israelites have lost the battle of Aphek/Eben Ezer against the Philistines,
the Ark of the Covenant is lost to the enemy and carted off, Eli the high priest
and judge, and his two dissolute sons are dead. The question is, “Where is God in
all this? Is He still on His throne? Has the Philistine god, Dagon prevailed over
Yahweh?” These two chapters, 5-6 answer that question decisively. While
Samuel does not play a central role in these two chapters, he faithfully records
God'’s power and ability to show Himself true, living and unique in glory, above
the false gods of the pagan world.

Hear and heed the Word of the Lord! Fear the God who is, Yahweh!

1 Samuel 5:1-5 — Dogone Dagon — An introduction to the most
ancient Mesopotamian arch-god of providence and fertility
v1-2, The Ark of Yahweh is placed before the feet of Dagon in the
temple at Philistine Ashdod, so as to indicate his defeat by and
submission to Dagon.
v3-5, Yahweh acts to demonstrate His living power. The memorial
to His supremacy over the gods of man is noted by the Philistines
into perpetuity.

V6-12, The Ashdodites pass the buck to Gath, and they to Ekron
Wherever the Ark of the Covenant (called in ch 5 the Ark of God —
Elohim by the Philistines) goes, it goes with the curse of what
seems to be the bubonic plague!

Over and again the living God, Yahweh — the self-existent One, the
“I AM that | AM”, demonstrates to the pagan worshippers of
Dagon, and to disbelieving and apostate Israel, that He lives, He
acts, and He will not share his glory with the lesser gods of man’s
imagination and pride. See Isaiah 42:8. He not only defeats
Dagon, and causes him to bow down, he also demonstrates
power over the lesser gods of disease and health worshipped by
the polytheistic Philistines.

Chapter 6:1-9, The Philistines consulted their priests and diviners,
who at least had the sense to understand that the Philistines had
sinned against the God of Israel, “Yahweh - LORD” and that
atonement and repentance by each city were necessary, by
acknowledging the curses God placed on them. (v4).

The golden rats/mice and tumors showed to Israel that each of the
the Philistine cities, from their leadership down to the common
people, got the message about Israel’s God!

(This kind of accurate understanding of the Living God by some
pagan wise men is also apparent in Acts 17, where Paul quotes their
prophet and poet Epimenides to them, and reminding them that
Epimenides in his day had saved Athens from a heavy plague sent
upon them by “an unknown God” by telling the Athenians to make
specific sheep offerings and set up monuments to that God. Athens
stopped dying when it did this.)

V6 Is especially important as it shows that the Philistine wise men
still had a knowledge and memory of how Yahweh had dealt with
the Egyptians and Pharaoh more than 400 years prior! They warned
their people not to have the same attitude towards Israel and God.

v7-9, The prescription for their ills. Repentance shown in
deeds/action. See Luke 3:8.

V10-12, The obedience of the Philistines. Note the end of v12
regarding the lords of the Philistines. They made sure this
happened! They had been chastened by the Lord and followed the
Ark to make sure they obeyed the instructions of their priests. One
is reminded of the later Assyrian king of Nineveh leading his own
people in repentance toward Yahweh at the preaching of Jonah.

See 1 John 5:21




