
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

1 Samuel 3:19-21 

• 243 All things bright and beautiful 
• 241 I sing the mighty power of God 
• 237 This is my Father’s world 
• All Creatures of our God and King 
 

Announcements and Prayer requests 
- May 5th, Communion and Pot-Luck 
 - October 6 – GBF Hartstone Day Camp 
 

1st Samuel – Samuel & Eli 

Samuel is called of the Lord 

1 Samuel 3 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
- Teaching - 

  Eric Peterman 

1st Samuel – Samuel & Eli 

Samuel is called of the Lord 

1 Samuel 3 

- April 21st, 2024 - 

 



1 Samuel 3:1 – Samuel’s boyhood in Shiloh, and the spiritual and 

moral state of Israel 

V2-3, The calling of Samuel as a prophet of God. 

• Eli is quite old 

• It is the dark of the wee hours of the morning 

• About where Samuel was sleeping 

The NKJV renders this rather difficult Hebrew passage here 

the most clearly: “and before the lamp of God went out in 

the tabernacle of the LORD where the ark of God was, and 

while Samuel was lying down,” 

So Samuel was not sleeping in the Holy of Holies, nor en any 

part of the formal tabernacle, but, like Eli, in one of the 

immediate buildings or houses built for that purpose. 

 

V4-9, The Lord wakes Samuel, but Samuel does not recognize His 

voice.  

V8-9 are important in that Eli’s experience as judge of Israel and high 

priest worked to identify the voice as the Lord’s. 

V10-14, The boy Samuel receives his first, and very ominous and 

tragic, prophetic revelation and assignment! 

V15-18, Samuel delivers the words of the prophesy to Eli. Note v16 

and that Samuel’s attitude of respect (see v4) towards Eli is unchanged 

by his prophetic calling: “Here I am.” (ready to serve, ready to do you 

bidding). We are reminded of 1 Corinthians 13 where Paul points out 

that great spiritual giftedness is nothing without love, and in the 

Hebrew culture of Samuel’s day, love would have expressed itself as 

respect. Samuel loved Eli in that he showed respect, even as he had to 

deliver the judgment of God to Eli. 

V19-20, Samuel grows into adult-hood and maturity and the filling 

of the Holy Spirit for prophetic service extraordinaire was 

apparent to the entirety of Israel! 

V21 is amazing! Just as Moses experienced God directly in the desert 

and on the mountain of Sinai, so He came again to Shiloh and Samuel! 

 

Next Sunday: The loss of the Ark of the Covenant to the Philistines, 

the death of Eli and his sons, and the arrival of Ichabod! 

1st Samuel – Samuel & Eli 

Samuel is called of the Lord 

1 Samuel 3 

We are now between the year 1080-1073 BC. Samuel is between 5 and 12 years 
of age, more likely at the upper end of that range. We are in Shilo, the place of 
Jahweh’s tabernacle, and Eli the priest, the descendant of Ithamar, the son of 
Aaron is High Priest. Remember that the first permanent temple, in Jerusalem, 
will not be built until Solomon does so, and right now Solomon’s father, David, 
has not even been born (it’ll be another 35 years or so, in 1040.) So the 
chronology goes: Samuel the priest – King Saul, King David, Samuel dies, King 
Solomon -> 1st Temple in Jerusalem, more than 100 years from 1 Samuel 3. 

Today’s Scripture tells of how Samuel the boy was specifically called and Spirit 
filled by the Lord as a prophet to unfailingly speak His word, clearly and 
unequivocally, in a time of intense spiritual darkness, idolatry, irreverence, 
debauchery and ignorance. Samuel’s calling begins to unfold a time of God’s 
work in revival and awakening to the things of God. But as we’ll find in the next 
couple chapters, this did not happen instantly and not without the terrible 
discipline of the Lord. As if often the case, purity of life and spiritual illumination 
and Godly works often follows a divine straining and squeezing process, to drive 
sinful ideas and practice out. 

Hear and heed the Word of the Lord! 

 


