- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

Reading 1 Corinthians 2:10-16
61, My Jesus, I love Thee

Never cease to praise

Hymn of Heaven

557, When we all get to heaven

Announcements and Prayer requests

Next Sunday, Communion & pot-luck

Mar 10, Spring Forward!

Hartstone work day. March 16. 9am-4pm, lunch served. Jobs for all!
Mar 24, Good Friday, Mar 26, Resurrection/Easter

Women'’s clinic worship concert. April 19th, 6pm, New life
community Church

Greeting

The Father’s wisdom in the Son, the Son’s wisdom in us

Having and living the mind of Christ
1 Corinthians 2:10-16
Sending prayer

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
The Father’s wisdom in the Son, the Son’s wisdom in us

Having and living the mind of Christ
1 Corinthians 2:10-16
- February 25%, 2024 -




The Father’s wisdom in the Son, the Son’s wisdom in us

Having and living the mind of Christ
1 Corinthians 2:10-16

In 1 Corinthians 2:14-16, Paul points out that the natural/soulical mind, the
innate abilities we are all born into the world with, the innate powers of
perception and thinking by which people evaluate Jesus, the cross and God’s self-
revelation... these are incompetent and inadequate to the task of evaluation
because these senses are dulled and insensate to fundamental spiritual realities.
In doing this Paul urges the Corinthian Christians to be neither impressed by,

nor following, nor intimidated by the natural man’s evaluation of the gospel and
the cross of Christ. To do this, Paul In v16 takes us back to God’s perspective
over His creation by quoting Isaiah 40:13 (let’s read Isaiah 40:12-17). Any
progress in theology - learning about God as He is, must include these
foundation truths about the divine Being. We must understand God’s
immensity, eternality and hyper-superiority over His creation.

Paul then makes a statement concerning those who are born again and who
have the indwelling Spirit of God: “We have the mind of Christ.” Having the mind
of Christ is a distinct advantage over our natural, dulled selves, because it means
our minds, our thoughts are illumined by the Spirit and His word, ministering to
us the light of the plan, purpose, and perspective of Christ. When the spiritual
lights are flicked on by God’s grace gifted us in Spirit, we see the cross, Jesus, the
Word, God and even one another in a whole new light.

So let us explore what it means to have “the mind of Christ.”

Having the mind of Christ means we perceive, understand God’s
revealed plan in the world—to bring glory to Himself (doxology),
restore creation to its original splendor (regeneration of the
creation), and provide salvation for sinners (soteriology).

It therefore means we identify with Christ’s purpose “to seek and to
save what was lost” (Luke 19:10). It means we share Jesus’
perspective of humility and obedience (Philippians 2:5-8),
compassion (Matthew 9:36), and prayerful dependence on God
(Luke 5:16). It means that we see the cross of Christ as neither
shameful nor with indifference, but as it really is: God’s wisdom for
us and our good.

Leading up to v16, note some truths concerning the mind of
Christ:

1) The mind of Christ sharply contrasts to the innate, natural
wisdom of man (verses 5-6).

2) The mind of Christ is wisdom from God, once hidden but now
revealed (verse 7). (Christianity is a revealed religion and does not
rely on inner intuition or the innate powers of human perception)

3) The mind of Christ is gifted to believers through the Spirit of
God (verses 10-12). He is the Spirit of the truth. Truth involves facts
and logical conclusions and assessments related to those facts. The
Spirit’s work is not wrought by volatile emotional impressions, but by
the innexorable force of truth in logic about spiritual/Biblical facts.

4) The mind of Christ cannot be rightly and thoroughly
understood by those without the Spirit (verse 14).

5) The mind of Christ gifts believers discernment in spiritual
matters (verse 15). This discernment is not psychic, mystic, special,
or gnostic, but is the ability and desire to carry out and adhere to
logical assessment of the things revealed in the Word, and their
necessary implications and applications. These would include
especially Biblical orthodoxy as historically understood.

To have the mind of Christ, one must first have saving faith in Christ
(be born from above: John 1:12-13; 1 John 5:12). Subsequent to
salvation, the believer lives a life under God’s influence: The Holy
Spirit indwells and gradually enlightening the believer in relation to
God’s Word and application in his life, imparting the believer the
wisdom of God —the mind of Christ.

The believer’s responsibility is to yield to the Spirit’s Biblical and
moral leading, to walk in Him (Gal 5:16-24) and to allow the Spirit to
transform and renew his/her mind (Romans 12:1-2).

This process is beautifully described by Paul in Eph 3:14-19




