- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Reading 1 John 4:7-14

Never Cease to Praise

302, Take my life and let it be

In that Day
210, Lo, He comes with clouds, descending!

Announcements and Prayer requests

Hartstone work day. March 16. 9am-4pm, lunch served. Jobs for all!
Women'’s clinic worship concert. April 19th, 6pm, New life
community Church

Greeting

The Father'’s love in the Son, the Son’s love in us

Loving the body of the Son, Jesus Christ
1 John 4:7-14

Sending prayer
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love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.
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JOUN 15:34

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
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- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
The Father'’s love in the Son, the Son’s love in us

Loving the body of Christ, the Son of God
1 John 4:7-14
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The Father’s love in the Son, the Son’s love in us

Loving the body of the Son, Jesus Christ
1 John 4:7-14

For the genuine believer in Christ, a born from above Christian, it’s inspiring to
realize that the immensity of “God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5). As magnificent as that truth is, and while
relishing it’s inward remodeling of one’s soul, of reshaping the landscape of
one’s perspective, each Christian is deeply responsible for what they do with that
love. In other words, it’s one thing knowing that nothing “will be able to
separate us from the love of God” (Romans 8:39), it’s a whole different matter as
to how you live His love toward others that the Spirit has placed in the body of
His Son, Jesus. Sometimes our appreciation for God’s love for us is like basking in
front of a beautiful masterpiece like the Mona Lisa, and then pivoting to look in
the mirror and seeing there the reflection of one of the strange, disjointed,
abstract figures in the San Francisco museum of modern art. You have to squint
really hard to see the Mona Lisa of God’s love in our own reflection at times.
Today I'd like to ask the Spirit’s help in the Word to nudge us away from the
abstract to a better and clearer reflection of God’s love among us.

Our text this morning tells us that love for one another in the body
of Christ Jesus is, in it’s essence and living fountain-source, a
product of being born again. (v7)

In John 3:35, John the Baptist says of the fellowship between the
eternal Father and His Son, who came into the world for us, “The
Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.

And in our text, 1 John 4:8b-10, We have the love between the divine
Persons, Father, Son and Spirit, as essential to their being. We call
this love an ontological love — that is, if you strip it away, God
ceases to be God. V9-10 has God’s great love sent to and manifested
among us in the person of the Son, incarnated... in the flesh. V10
sets the right order of love in place. We have love here delineated:
Human love is neither the model nor the comparison nor the measure
of love. Rather God’s love in the Son, sent to us to propitiate and
reconcile us to the Father... that is the definition, the measure, the
stature of love: To give freely the cure and help to another when it is

not understood or appreciated or expected, that is the measure of
love.

V11, then pivots to the result, and the logical and moral demand that
God’s love and grace place on us who are found in Christ through
faith. This pivot is clearly illustrated by Jesus in John 13:34. Now,
look at Romans 5:5. The channel of love is clear and strong: It flows
vivaciously and honorably within the God-head eternally, and then
in time, from the God-head: From Father to Son to us, and it lives in
us by God’s indwelling Holy Spirit.

Romans 12:9 — The moral quality and clarity of true love This is
where Christians often have a conflict of interest, and where the
indwelling, conflicting Holy Spirit is so helpful. Worldly influence
and selfish desires have little or no interest in holy living. Sin in our
flesh whispers in our ear saying; it’s OK to do and say what you
want. After all, sin argues, God made you this way, with this
personality type and these feelings, and you’re “entitled to be
honest”, even though your self-expression may crush, diminish or
isolate the other person. Sin in the flesh puts self-expression, self-
prioritization, and self-elevation before others, and usually at others
expense. See Galatians 5:15 for the cure! So God, within us, is at
war with sins and the wants of the flesh.

In 1 Cor 16:14, The mode of love.
1 Cor 8:1, the direction and goal of love.
Romans 12:10, the honor in love.
Philippians 2:8, the humility in love.
Philippians 2:5, the thinking of love

These attitudes and behaviors make the church a sanctuary for
believers in Jesus Christ who chose to make Christ’s behavior their
behavior. And what a wonderful place the church is when Christians
behave like Jesus in the power of His Spirit in us!




