
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Reading John 3:22-36 

• 346, Jesus Saves! 
• Never Cease to Praise 
• 316, The Church’s One Foundation 
• God of Grace, and God of Glory 

 
Announcements and Prayer requests 

• RSVP to Abigail TODAY for our annual GBF Valentine's dinner. 
Feb 17th.  

• Baby bottles for women’s clinic are due. 
• Hartstone work day. March 16. 9am-4pm, lunch served. Jobs for all! 

 
Greeting 
 
God sends His fore-runner of Christ, John the Baptist 

Pt-6, Green-eyed jealousy, and its cure: humility 

John 3:22-36 

Sending prayer 

 
 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

God sends His fore-runner of Christ, John the Baptist 

Pt-6, Green-eyed jealousy, and its cure: humility 

John 3:22-36 

- February 11th, 2024 - 

 



v22-24, The setting, Jesus and John both baptizing into the gospel 

of the messianic kingdom 
This text stands out because it has Jesus and John both baptizing, in 

different areas. And we know from Matthew that it was a baptism for 

Israelites under the Law to radically prepare themselves for the reception 

of the Davidic king and His kingdom. It must be noted that what John and 
Jesus preached with this baptism is not the gospel of the death, burial, 

resurrection and ascention of Jesus. Nor were they baptising in the name of 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as we in the church age do, as recorded 

much later in Matthew, “Go and make disciples…” There are distinctions 
between the Gospel of the Kingdom, and the Gospel of Grace in the death, 

burial, resurrection that we preach in the church age. Both are focused on 

the Person of Jesus Christ, but different offices and aspects of His ministry 

in different ages. 

v25, There is a discussion between John’s disciples and a Pharisee 

over the purposes and meaning of Law purification washings 

(including immersion) vs John’s baptism,  

v26, and that led to another comparison by them between John and his 

baptism and “he who was with you beyond the Jordan…” The first 

thing we note here is that John’s disciples neither mention Jesus 

name, nor the fact that John called Jesus, “The Lamb of God”! 

The end of v26 gives us a nice iPhone snapshot of the Green-eyed 

monster. “He is baptizing and all are coming to Him.” – There it is! 

V27, Now Jesus had called John the greatest prophet in the age of the Law! 
That is extraordinary because it sets John above Moses, Elijah, Elisha, 

Isaiah, and so on! John had reason to be proud and to assert his place and 

build a monument that all might honor him, if human pride and dignity 
were the measure of the man. (Also, note in Jude that Satan got in a row 

with Michael over the body of Moses – possibly because Satan wanted to 

have Moses memorialized and revered.) 

John’s response (v27-30) deflates the pride of ministry of his disciples by 

putting his own calling and ministry in right perspective. I serve before the 
face of God, He has endowed me with my office, my calling and my 

spiritual power as His mouthpiece. I am God’s man and not my own. 

Whatever I am, it is entirely given by God and there is no reason for self-
pride or exaltation. And that fact, that I am used in my time for God’s 

wonderful purpose, and not my own, that my time has come and will be 

soon gone, is so sufficient, that I am filled with joy! John’s response is 

an excellent spiritual discipline for us in life and prayer. It not 

only innoculates John, but it serves to cure his disciples. 

A wonderful devotion to wrap up our thoughts and nail the monster in us: 
Ponder on our great creator, God and Savior, Jesus Christ! Hebrews 1:1-9 

God sends His fore-runner of Christ, John the Baptist 

Pt-6, Green-eyed jealousy, and its cure: humility 

John 3:22-36 

Jealousy is a powerful emotion! Husbands and wives can be rightly jealous of 
their spouse’s affections. The Bible tells us that God, in his goodness, is jealous 
and will not overlook worship of another deity. But jealousy can also be 
unbalanced, destructive and prideful. Jealousy can cause us to say terrible 
things, destroy relationships, ruin opportunity, make and keep us smaller than 
our potential. Jealousy can even lead to murder! No wonder it’s been called, “the 
Green-eyed Monster”! It devours the one that succumbs to its pull and mauls any 
innocent victims nearby. 

Our Scripture today is unique in more ways than one. It is the only place where 
we have Jesus and John baptizing Israelites in preparation for the soon arrival 
of the kingdom, if Israel would receive her Davidic king as such. It also tells us 
that John didn’t only baptize in the Jordan river, but in other areas, in this case 
in Aenon near Salim, where there were springs of fresh water. It further tells us 
that John and Jesus’ baptism, had some similarities to Jewish ceremonial mikvah 
washing and immersions, but also so great differences including the unique 
authority to prepare one by identification with the Davidic king and kingdom. 
And it tells us that jealousy among believers, jealousy of the circumstance and 
even including jealousy of the ministry of another, is just as petty, nasty and in 
need of exposure and repentance as is teenage boyfriend jealousy. Jealousy is 
not like good cheese or wine. It does not age well. 

But we will also see that John has, in his spiritual maturity, found a wonderful 
cure, an inoculation against the disease. Just as the cross of Christ repels the 
mythical vampire, and an oaken stake in the heart vanquishes them, so does real 
humility in the face of God and gratitude for all that He gifts us with, including 
our ministry, repels and vanquishes the Green-eyed monster of jealousy. 

If you want to be free of jealousy’s clawing grip, follow John in today’s text. 


