- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

Reading Matthew 10:1-15

Psalm 73:28

e 11, Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
O 1 Chronicles 29:11

e O Worship the King
O 1 Chronicles 29:12

e 0 sing, my soul
O 1 Chronicles 29:13

e Behold our God

Announcements and Prayer requests
Greeting

God sends His fore-runner of Christ, John the Baptist
Pt-5, Offer of the kingdom and the Herodian rejection

Matthew 10:1-15
Sending prayer

Y GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- ‘ love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
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God sends His fore-runner of Christ, John the Baptist

Pt-5, Offer of the kingdom and the Herodian rejection
Matthew 10:1-15

Let us think back over the ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus and their
foundational message from the early chapters of Matthew: To Israel they both
cried out, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” John as the
forerunner, and Jesus as the proffered kingdom in his own person. The message
to Israel: The time is fulfilled, get yourselves ready individually and as a nation
from top to bottom! Receive the promised and massively prophesied OT
kingdom of heaven come to earth to extend its glorious rule here, by receiving
her king! Matthew 10 is where the pressure of the coming kingdom centered in
Israel reaches its flood peak. | recommend to you to read the whole chapter in
that light.

But in Ch 11 we see the start of what turns out to be a tragic reversal. First, we
see there the prophet John the Baptist in prison for his preaching to the rulers of
Israel of the standards of the kingdom. This is the first great signpost of trouble
as it indicates official governmental rejection by Israel of her king and kingdom
by the jailing of the kingdom’s formal ambassador, John. We find out the details
of this in ch 14, which we’ll examine in a bit. But look at the present signs of the
OT promised kingdom in Ch 10:1,7-8 and then 11:2-4. Then see 11:11-15.

From 11:20 on we see the populations of the cities the disciples had been sent to
rejecting the miracles of the kingdom and therefore the king and his kingdom
proffered. A terrible tragedy and turn of history! But there is something more to
see in Matthew, and that is the record of governmental and national rejection of
God’s man on earth, God’s Messiah/king and therefore the earthly kingdom. And
it is necessary to understand Matthew'’s point in how and where he records this
rejection.

Today I want to focus our attention on the family of Herod and the Herodian
dynasty’s opposition as Israel’s governing rules to the rule of the kingdom of
heaven come to Israel and hatred for that kingdom’s ambassador.

Back to the beginning:
Let’s travel back to Matthew 2, the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and
the arrival of the Parthian Magi to locate and annoint and worship
the promised Messiah. They arrive asking the obvious public
question, “Where is He who has been born, king of the Jews?” (v2)
Why is this important? Because from 47-37BC, Herod had been
Rome’s man as their Governor of Galilee. But in 37BC he had taken
to himself the title and office of, “King of the Jews” and been

recognized as such. That came with much greater prestige and
expectation in Israel (Herod had built the grand Jewish temple as
part of that prestige), but it had come with serious issues too. Only
one of which is that it put him under obligation to obey the Law of
Moses and the Scriptures including the prophets. The other problem
that the Magi pointed out was that Herod wasn’t a son of Jacob, but
a son of Esau — Herod was a Edomite by heritage. Herod’s
murderous hatred for the real king and the kingdom of heaven sent to
earth Messiah is found in the horror of Matt 2:16-18.

Herod had many wives and children. And he killed some of both out of
jealousy for his crown. But in Mattew 14, two of his grown sons
come into focus. Herod died shortly after Jesus was born.

His son Herod Antipas, was ruler of the tectrarchies of Galilee and
Perea in the time of Jesus and John. (A Tetrarchy is a kingdom
divided into 4 parts). See Matt 14:1-5 for Herod Antipas, as ruler in
Israel, rejecting John as the forerunner of Messiah. He recognizes
that God’s power is at work in John, but refuses to obey it’s source
and call.

2 Samuel 12 for the an example of a prophet having the duty to warn Israel’s kings
of their violation of the Law of Moses (which they were bound to adjudicate and
to personally uphold), and the king’s bounden duty to heed the prophet of the
Lord! Earlier, Samuel did the same for Saul and David as kings.

So when John points his bony finger at Agrippa and Herodias for their
illicit marriage, he is doing it with the Law of Moses as the righteous
standard, Agrippa as an Israelite/Jewish king (pretender though he
was as an Edomite), and as a standard to be met for them to enter the
kingdom (“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”). John
does not go after Agrippa as a gentile king, nor as a normal citizen
voicing an opinion. John is fulfilling his prophetic office to a king of
Israel.

Opposition to the kingdom heralded by John the Baptist, king Jesus’
lawful ambassador, was tragic in that the rejection of it led do John’s
death, and the withdrawal to that generation of Israel of the kingdom
offer. But another generation of Israelites will be moved by God to
receive the kingdom and her king! Matt 21:43, and Romans 11:26.




