
“We are identified with  Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection,

ascension, and heavenly seating”

- Teaching -
  Eric Peterman

Jesus, the Word and the Bread of LifeJesus, the Word and the Bread of Life

Jesus and the Word are spiritual foodJesus and the Word are spiritual food
John 6:32-40John 6:32-40

- January 15- January 15thth, 2023 , 2023 -

- Order of Service –- Order of Service –

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Reading John 6:32-40

 392, How firm a foundation
 Speak, O Lord
 Congregational Reading Psalm 119:129-136
 Show us Christ

Encouragment to read Tim Todd's books
Announcements and Prayer requests
Greeting

Message in the Word – 
Jesus, the Word and the Bread of LifeJesus, the Word and the Bread of Life

Jesus and the Word are spiritual foodJesus and the Word are spiritual food
John 6:32-40John 6:32-40

Sending prayer

January 29th, Gideons speaker

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work. 

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible FellowshipGrace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org



Jesus, the Word and the Bread of LifeJesus, the Word and the Bread of Life

Jesus and the Word are spiritual foodJesus and the Word are spiritual food
John 6:32-40John 6:32-40

Do you have a favorite food? In our passage Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who
wants his blessed lambs to be well fed and to grow, presents Himself as the
most essential staple for life. For real spiritual life that goes on, never dies,
and into eternity. Only the Living God gives eternal life. Jesus is that One.
(John 6:35) “I am the Bread of Life”  is one of the seven glorious “I Am”

statements of Jesus in the book of John. Jesus used the same phrase “I
AM” in seven declarations about Himself. In all seven, He combines I AM
with  tremendous  metaphors  which  express  His  saving  relationship
toward the world.

John 6:35 says, “I  am the bread of life; whoever  comes to me  shall not
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”

Bread in the ancient days was a staple. It still is. A person can survive a
long time on only bread and water. Bread is such a basic food item that it
is  synonymous for food in  general.  We even use the phrase “breaking
bread together” to indicate the sharing of a meal with someone. Bread
also plays an integral part of the Jewish Passover meal. The Jews were to
eat unleavened bread during the Passover feast and then for seven days
following as a celebration of the exodus from Egypt.  Finally, when the
Jews were wandering in the desert for 40 years, God rained down “bread
from heaven” to sustain the nation (Exodus 16:4). 

Picture the  scene being  described in  John 6 when Jesus  used the term
“bread of life.” Trying to get away from crowds, He had crossed the Sea of
Galilee, and the crowd followed Him. Then Jesus asks Philip how they’re
going to feed the crowd. Philip’s answer displays his “little faith” when he
says they don’t  have enough money to give each of them the smallest
morsel of food. Finally, Andrew brings to Jesus a boy who had five small
loaves of bread and two fish. With that amount, Jesus miraculously fed
the throng with lots of food to spare.

Jesus' miraculous provision in the physical realm is key.

Then, Jesus and His disciples cross back to the other side of Galilee. The
crowd follows Him again. Jesus takes this moment to  teach them a
lesson. He accuses the crowd of ignoring His miraculous signs and
only following Him for the “free meal.” 

Jesus tells them in John 6:27, “Do not  labor for the food that
perishes, but for the food that  endures to  eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father
has set his seal.” 

In short, they were so happy with the “happy meal”, they were 
missing out on the fact that their Messiah had finally come, 
attested by the Father's seal and the miracles. So they ask 
Jesus for a sign that He was sent from God (Duh! As if the 
miraculous feeding and the walking across the water weren’t 
enough). They provoke Jesus by saying that God gave them 
manna during the desert wandering. Jesus responds, in classic 
style, by telling them they're asking the wrong question. He 
tells them that they need to ask for the true bread from heaven
that gives life. When they ask Jesus for this bread, Jesus 
startles them by saying, “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me 
shall never thirst.” 

Four points here:

1) Jesus, as bread, is essential for life. But eternal life, not 
merely mortal sustenance.

2) This is a claim to deity: I AM. The blessed Yahweh is the
unchangable source of life. “The same yesterday, today and 
forever”.

3) “Come” and “believe” are an invitation to partake freely 
of something (bread) that people normally have to work for.

4) “Hunger” and “thirst” - Point us back to the basic 
promise of satisfaction found in Christ found in Matthew 5:6

If there is anything we know about our own human natures, it is 
that we want things our way, and we want to deserve or work 
for our own righteousness. But the narrow and blessed path of
Jesus, the path of green pastures with our Shepherd, is that he 
alone is our provision, and He freely gives to those who come 
to Him, believing in Him for what He is, what He will do, and 
what He will make us. Come to Him and be satisfied!


