
Daniel 9:24-27 & the Day of Christ’s Crucifixion

A number of scholars in different fields of biblical, historical, astronomical and geological 
endeavor have arrived at a date for Christ’s crucifixion of April 3, 33 AD.  These have included:

 Book: Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ, by Harold Hoehner, 1973, 1974, 1975 & 
1977.  The chapters that comprise the book had been published originally as articles in 
Bibliotheca Sacra, a journal sponsored by Dallas Theological Seminary.


 Journal Article: The Date of the Crucifixion, by Colin J. Humphreys & W. Graeme 

Waddington, Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation, 1985

 Book: The Mystery of the Last Supper  Reconstructing the Final Days of Jesus, Colin J. 

Humphreys, Cambridge University Press, New York, 2011

 Meeting Presentation: Jerusalem Earthquake of 33 AD, Geological Society of America, 

Charlotte, NC, Dr. Steven A. Austin, November 7, 2012

 Book: The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person Who

Ever Lived, by Andreas J. Köstenberger & Justin Taylor, Jan 2014.  Köstenberger & Taylor 
have also published shorter articles and portions of their book online.

 Article online: The Date of Christ’s Crucifixion, Wayne Spencer, May 2013 
http://creationanswers.net/biblical/crucifixiondate.htm 

Taken together, and even though these studies differ in some details, there is accumulating a 
significant body of evidence that is converging on the date of Christ’s crucifixion and immediate 
subsequent burial nearby as having been on April 3, 33 AD, according to the Gregorian calendar.
Here are some of the evidences that are converging on the April 3, 33 AD date given in the 
above-listed books, articles and presentations:

 Besides Matthew, Mark and Luke, there are a few authors who wrote about the darkness on 
the day of Christ’s crucifixion, including Phlegon, the Greek historian, who said that the 
widespread darkness took place on the fourth year of the 202nd Olympiad.  That year, when 
intersected with the Passover date, says that the darkness was on April 3, 33 AD.

 Luke 3:1,2 says, “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar…” John the 
Baptist began his ministry.  Tiberius began his reign on August 19, 14 AD.  So when we 
calculate that (14 AD + 15 = 29 AD), and count the Passovers recorded in the Gospel of John,
that takes us to the Passover celebrated on April 2, 33 AD was the Last Supper.  Jesus, of 
course, was crucified the next day, April 3, 33 AD.  Once these dates are viewed as 
established, then Christ ascended on May 14, 33 AD, and the day of Pentecost (Acts chapter 2
the beginning of the church) was on May 24, 33 AD. 
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 Within the reasonable range of years for the end of Christ’s earthly life, knowing when certain
officials, other than Emperor Tiberius, ruled (Luke 3:1,2), the only years that offer a Thursday
night Passover / Last Supper, a Friday crucifixion and burial, followed, of course, by a 
Sabbath beginning at sundown, are 30 AD or 33 AD. 
 

 Geologist Dr. Steven A. Austin was able to examine strata near the Dead Sea, which showed 
evidence of intense earthquake action for the years 31 BC, which corresponds to a recorded 
earthquake originating in or around Jericho, and another strata higher up which shows an 
earthquake in 33 AD, centered in or around Jerusalem.  He believes that earthquake was the 
one recorded in Matthew 27:51.  No evidence was found of any earthquake centered in or 
around Jerusalem, or elsewhere in the general vicinity, that might possibly correspond to 
another year for the earthquake corresponding to the crucifixion of Christ than 33 AD.

Today we are going to take a quick look at Daniel 9:24-27 to see how Harold Hoehner used the 
prophecy in Daniel to arrive at a date for Christ’s crucifixion having been on April 3, 33 AD.  
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