Half-dead Sardis, Blessed Philadelphia
And Lukewarm (Yuck!) Laodicea
Revelation 3
Sardis – Half-dead in their deeds:
v1 Sardis had a necropolis several miles outside town. Jesus characterizes the
attitude of the Sardian Christians to the necropolis cult!
V3 Wake up and repent! Or I'll come like a thief bringing severe discipline.
V4, The few Christians who are faithful are assured of the reward of special
recognition.
V5, All Christians are assured, and therefore encouraged to walk in faithfulness
Philadelphia: The church of blessedness and encouragement!
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“We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection,
ascension, and heavenly seating”

Several encouragements from the Lord:

' 1)

There will come a day when the disobedient among the Jewish population
of the city would one day respond respectfully to them. This is likely a reference
to Ezek 36:23. 37:28, etc, which will be fulfilled at the 2nd Coming, Millennium.

2)

God promised the whole church there that they would not go through the
Tribulation period (Rev 6-19). He promised to keep them out of the hour of
testing. (pre-trib rapture. He did not promise to preserve them through it,
contra post-trib.)

3)

Christ promises to come speedily (tachos) and to maintain steadfastness
so as not to lose their reward at the bema.

4)

He promised to not simply make a pillar of rememberance to them, as was
the custom in Philadelphia. He promised to make them a pillar of remembrance
in the temple of his God!

5)

They have full assurance of their destination.

Laodicea: The lukewarm, complacent church
Neighboring Hierapolis had hot, spring water, valuable for its medicinal healing
effects. In its journey to Laodicea it lost some of this heat and consequently
medicinal value by the time it arrived by aqueduct in Laodicea. Lukewarm, it
tasted minerally and disgusting. Nearby Colosse had cool, life-giving water that
was refreshing as a beverage.
It was a church of complacency and comfort. Seeing itself as doing well, it was in
fact poor, blind and naked spiritually.
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- Order of Service –
Prayer Requests, Praises - Hebrews 4:16

Welcoming Prayer
Scripture Reading
Revelation 3:1-2, 7-8, 10, 14-16
•
•
•
•



Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!



414, Tis so sweet
61, My Jesus, I love Thee
190, In Christ Alone
O the Love of my Redeemer

To contact Eric, call or text 489-6131 or
Eric@GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

News/Calendar
Wednesday: Bible study 6:30.
Music practice July 8th, bring lunch
PVBC Vacation Bible School July 9-13
July 28th, Old Fashioned Picnic Day 3-9pm Willits
Recreational Grove Park

Congregational Reading – Please stand
Announcements and Prayer requests
Bible Quiz
Greeting






Message in the Word –
The churches of Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea
Sending Prayer

 iDeclare Teen Bible Conference – August 17-18.
 There is a need for volunteers for nursery care.
 Church music is on-line on our website
www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org/upcoming-songs-for-gbf
•
You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
The Lord loves a cheerful giver. God's grace and provision
motivate His people to give generously to His work and needs of
His Body, as He enables, not under obligation or social pressure.
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box
by the foyer door is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 If you wish a tax receipt at year end, see Tim Bradford to obtain the
proper donation envelopes for tracking
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