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Matthew 24:32-35

What did Jesus mean in The Olivet Discourse
when He said that “this generation” would not
pass away?
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BIBLE IN FIVE
Pastor Dave Kooyers
Valley Bible Fellowship
Box 433
Boonville CA 95415
http://www.slideshare.net/dkooyers
www.ValleyBibleFellowship.org
(707) 895-2325
God bless you as you examine His Word,
Your servant in Christ, 2Cor. 4:5

These Microsoft PowerPoint presentations are provided "for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the
body of Christ" (Ephesians 4:12-15). To help Christians to "to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ." So that "we are
no longer...tossed here and there...by every wind of doctrine." They may be downloaded and modified free of charge.

Matthew 10:8 …Freely you received, freely give.
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Why Is “This Generation” Important?
• Much damage done by date setting
• Truthfulness of Jesus is jeopardized
• If it happened in the past why worry
about prophecy?
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John MacArthur; “This Generation” Has Been
Interpreted As;
• “The disciples would not die
• It refers to the destruction of Jerusalem in
70AD
• The Jewish race
• God rejecting people will always be around
• Fig tree is state of Israel
• Generation that sees all this”
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Could “generation” Be Interpreted As
• “The disciples would not die”
• The problem with this interpretation is that
none of the prophecies in the Olivet
discourse came to pass in the first century.
• “God rejecting people will always be
around”
• Wrong context; NAU Matthew 24:20 "But
pray that your flight will not be in the
winter, or on a Sabbath.
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Could “generation” Be Interpreted As
• “The disciples would not die

• It refers to the destruction of Jerusalem
in 70AD
•
•
•
•

God rejecting people will always be around
Fig tree is state of Israel
Generation that sees all this”
The Jewish race
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Could “generation” Be Interpreted As
• “It refers to the destruction of Jerusalem
in 70AD”
• This is the Preterist View
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http://raptureready.com/featured/ice/Matth
ew24andThisGeneration.html

Preterist View, by Tommy Ice
Matthew 24 and "This Generation"
by Thomas Ice
http://raptureready.com/featured/ice/Matthew24andThisGeneration.html
" Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place." - Matthew 24:34

Don't squint! The complete article
follows after the THE END slide.

The last few months have been a time in which I have been involved in a couple of debates with preterists. Preterism teaches that most, if not all, of the Book of Revelation and the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24- 25; Mark 13; Luke 21) were fulfilled in conjunction with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in
a.d. 70. If this notion is granted, then almost all of Bible prophecy is not to be anticipated in the future, but is past history. Their false scheme springs forth from a misinterpretation of Matthew 24:34 (see also Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32), by which they launch an upside-down view of eschatology, which does not look
to the future but instead gazes at the past.
Preterist View

Preterist Gary DeMar says, " the generation that was in existence when Jesus addressed His disciples would not pass away until all the events that preceded verse 34 came to pass." [1] In contrast with fellow preterist, Dr. Kenneth Gentry, DeMar believes that this passage requires that all of Matthew 24 and 25 must
have been fulfilled in some way by a.d. 70 through the Roman invasion and destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.[2] DeMar says, " Every time ' this generation' is used in the New Testament, it means, without exception, the generation to whom Jesus was speaking." [3] DeMar' s assertion is simply not true! "
This generation" in Hebrews 3:10 clearly refers to the generation of Israelites that wandered in the wilderness for 40 years during the Exodus.
How To Find The Correct View
But how do we know that almost all of the other New Testament uses of " this generation" refer to Christ' s contemporaries? We learn this by going and examining how each is used in their context. For example, Mark 8:12 says, " And sighing deeply in His spirit [Jesus is speaking], He said, ' Why does this
generation seek for a sign? Truly I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation.' " Why do we conclude that " this generation," in this passage refers to Christ' s contemporaries? We know this because the referent in this passage is to Christ' s contemporaries, who were seeking for a sign from Jesus. Thus, it
refers to Christ' s contemporaries, because of the controlling factor of the immediate context.
When interpreting the Bible you cannot just say, as DeMar and many preterists do, that because something means X . . . Y . . . Z in other passages that it has to mean that in a given verse.[4] NO! You must make your determination from the passage under discussion and how it is used in that particular context.
Context is the most important factor in determining the exact meaning or referent under discussion.[5] That is how one is able to realize that most the other uses of " this generation" refer to Christ' s contemporaries.
Matthew 23:36 says, " Truly I say to you, all these things shall come upon this generation." To whom does " this generation" refer? In this context, " this generation" refers to Christ' s contemporaries because of contextual support. " This generation" is governed or controlled grammatically by the phrase " all these
things." All these things refer to the judgments that Christ pronounces in Matthew 22- 23. So we should be seeing that in each instance of " this generation," the use is determined by what it modifies in its immediate context. The scope of use of every occurrence of this generation is determined in the same way.
The same is true for Hebrews 3:10, which says, " Therefore I was angry with this generation." " This generation" is governed or controlled grammatically by the contextual reference to those who wandered in the wilderness for forty years during the Exodus.
The Correct View
Now why does " this generation" in Matthew 24:34 (see also Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32), not refer to Christ' s contemporaries? Because the governing referent to " this generation" is " all these things." Since Jesus is giving an extended prophetic discourse of future events, one must first determine the nature of " all
these things" prophesied in verses 4 through 31 to know what generation Christ is referencing. Since " all these things" did not take place in the first century then the generation that Christ speaks of must be future. Christ is saying that the generation that sees " all these things" occur will not cease to exist until all the
events of the future tribulation are literally fulfilled. Frankly, this is both a literal interpretation and one that was not fulfilled in the first century. Christ is not ultimately speaking to His contemporaries, but to the generation to whom the signs of Matthew 24 will become evident. Dr. Darrell Bock, in commenting on
the parallel passage to Matthew 24 in Luke' s Gospel concurs:
What Jesus is saying is that the generation that sees the beginning of the end, also sees its end. When the signs come, they will proceed quickly; they will not drag on for many generations. It will happen within a generation. . . . The tradition reflected in Revelation shows that the consummation comes very quickly
once it comes. . . . Nonetheless, in the discourse's prophetic context, the remark comes after making comments about the nearness of the end to certain signs. As such it is the issue of the signs that controls the passage's force, making this view likely. If this view is correct, Jesus says that when the signs of the
beginning of the end come, then the end will come relatively quickly, within a generation.[6]
The whole preterist argument goes up in smoke since they have reversed the interpretative process by declaring first that " this generation" has to refer to Christ' s contemporaries, thus all these things had to be fulfilled in the first century. When one points out that various passages in Matthew 24 were not fulfilled,
preterists merely repeat their mantra of " this generation," so that all these things had to be fulfilled in the first century.
I do not think that any of the events in Matthew 24:4-31 occurred in the first century. I will now look at the most significant event in the passage- the Second Coming of Christ in verses 27 through 31.
Did Jesus Return in a.d. 70?
Once again, preterists argue that it had to happen in the first century because of " this generation." So preterists use their very active imaginations, with a little help from Josephus, to try to explain why these passages do not speak about Christ' s second coming.
Verse 29 says, " But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken." Dr. Gentry says, " I will argue that this passage speaks of the a.d. 70 collapse of geo-political Israel.
Let us note that there is biblical warrant for speaking of national catastrophe in terms of cosmic destruction." [7]
If these are literal signs in the heaven then they have not happened in the past. Are they literal? YES! First, this was one of the reasons why the sun, moon and stars were created. Genesis 1:14 says that, on the fourth day, God created the sun, moon and stars " for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years." What
bigger event than the second coming of Christ would demand a global sign? In this passage Jesus is reporting what will actually happen in history. It will be a supernatural event, yet Dr. Gentry and other preterists want to dumb down this event with their naturalistic view that this has already happened.
Second, just as the sun was literally darkened at the crucifixion of Jesus as a sign, so will it be at His return. Third, the burden of proof is on preterists who do not take this literally as to why they don' t. They need to come up with something more convincing than the mantra of " this generation" requires it, because I
have shown that it does not. The point of the passage is that only God can control His creation and use it as a global sign that He is being announced as the returning, glorious Lord of all creation, into an environment of unbelief.
Matthew 24:30 says, " and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory." Dr. Gentry says, " This verse, along with all other verses leading up to if from Matthew
24:1, applies to the a.d. 70 destruction of the Temple." [8] If this prophecy has something to do with the destruction of Jerusalem in a.d. 70, then Dr. Gentry has not been able to tell us exactly what it is.
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Preterist View, by Tommy Ice
“…Preterist Gary DeMar says, " the
generation that was in existence when Jesus
addressed His disciples would not pass away
until all the events that preceded verse 34
came to pass." [1] In contrast with fellow
preterist, Dr. Kenneth Gentry, DeMar
believes that this passage requires that all of
Matthew 24 and 25 must have been fulfilled
in some way by a.d. 70 through the Roman
invasion and destruction of Jerusalem and
the
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Preterist View, by Tommy Ice
Temple.[2] DeMar says, " Every time ' this
generation' is used in the New Testament, it
means, without exception, the generation to
whom Jesus was speaking." [3] DeMar' s
assertion is simply not true! " This
generation" in Hebrews 3:10 clearly refers to
the generation of Israelites that wandered in
the wilderness for 40 years during the
Exodus… I do not think that any of the events
in Matthew 24:4-31 occurred in the first
century…”
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Exegetical Dictionary of the New
Testament, genea
• Luke 21:32-33 …this generation (genea)…
• BIBLIOGRAPHY, 1. Of the 43 references to
genea in the NT, 33 are in the Synoptics,
where the word refers in 25 of its
occurrences to the Jewish people in the time
of Jesus, 17 times in the expression "this
generation." In the redactional comment on
the genealogy of Jesus in Matt 1:17 and in
the Magnificat in Luke 1:48,50, genea means
the generations to follow; in Luke 16:8, it
refers to membership in a particular class.
Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament © 1990 by William B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company.
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Could “generation” Be Interpreted As
• The disciples would not die
• It refers to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD
• God rejecting people will always be around

• Fig tree is state of Israel
• Generation that sees all this
• The Jewish race
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Could “generation” Be Interpreted As
• “Fig tree is state of Israel”
• Let’s examine the context
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Matthew 24:32, The Fig Tree
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Matthew 24:32, The Fig Tree
• Matthew 24:32 "Now learn
the parable from the fig
tree: when its branch has
already become tender and
puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near;
33 so, you too, when you
see all these things,
recognize that He is near,
right at the door.
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Matthew 24:32, The Fig Tree Is Israel
• Matthew 24:32…the fig tree…
• If you have forgotten who the fig tree is,
go to www.slideshare.net and search
dkooyers presentations for Matthew 21b,
• NAU Matthew 21:19 Seeing a lone fig tree
by the road, He came to it and found
nothing on it except leaves only; and He
said to it, "No longer shall there ever be
any fruit from you." And at once the fig
tree withered.
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Matthew 24:32, The Fig Tree Is Israel
•
•
•
•
•
•

Matthew 24:32…the fig tree…
Isaiah 5:7 For the vineyard of the LORD
Jeremiah 8:5, The Fig Tree Judged
Isaiah 34:4 ... one withers... the fig tree
Judges 9:8-11, the fig tree to busy
Proverbs 27:18 He who tends the fig
tree
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Matthew 24:32, The Fig Tree Is Israel
• Hosea 9:10 I found Israel like grapes in the
wilderness; I saw your forefathers as the
earliest fruit on the fig tree in its first
season…
• Joel 1:7 It has made my vine a waste And
my fig tree splinters. It has stripped them
bare and cast them away; Their branches
have become white.
• Mark 13:27 "And then He …will gather
together His elect … 28 "Now learn the
parable from the fig tree…
• Micah 7:1-2

The picture can't be display ed.

Matthew 24:34, “this generation”
• In Matt 24:32-35 Jesus gives the “lesson
from the fig tree” indicating that when all
these signs are appearing, then His
coming is at hand.
• The problem in this passage is the
meaning of “this generation” Matt 24:34.
It hinges on the meaning of the Greek
word, genea;…
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Matthew 24:34, “this generation”
• Meaning: race, family, generation. Strong’s
provides four possible meanings for this
word; #1 men of the same stock, or
successive members of a genealogy , #2 a
family, #3 the whole multitude of men living
at the same time, #4 an age, a space of 30 33 years. The interpreters duty here is to
determine from the context if the meaning of
genea is, race, family, or generation? Some
see this as the generation who watched and
heard Jesus, others as the generation that
shall see all this come to pass,
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Matthew 24:34, “this genea”
• From the meaning of genea we get the
English word “genealogy”;
• Our interpretation must always go from
the Greek into the English, but it still is
interesting to look at the root of our
English word;
• My Mac Dictionary has;
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• genealogy
• genealogy | ˌjēnēˈäləjē, ˌjēnēˈaləjē |
• noun (plural genealogies)
• a line of descent traced continuously
from an ancestor: combing through the
birth records and genealogies.
• • the study and tracing of lines of
descent or development….
• ORIGIN, …Greek genealogia, from genea
‘race, generation’ + -logia (see -logy).
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Matthew 24:15, Daniel the prophet
• NAU Matthew 24:15 "Therefore when
you see the ABOMINATION OF
DESOLATION which was spoken of
through Daniel the prophet, standing in
the holy place (let the reader
understand),
• NAU Daniel 9:24 "Seventy weeks have
been decreed for your people and your
holy city…
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Could “genea” Be Interpreted As
•
•
•
•

“The disciples would not die
It refers to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD
God rejecting people will always be around
Fig tree is state of Israel

• Generation that sees all this”
• The Jewish race
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Could “genea” Be Interpreted As
• “Generation that sees all this”
• The problem with this view is that it requires one group
of humans living at the same time to see “all this.”
• NAU Matthew 24:2 …”Do you not see all these
things?…not one stone here will be left upon another…
• NAU Matthew 24:14 "This gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all
the nations, and then the end will come…
• NAU Matthew 24:27 "For just as the lightning …the
coming of the Son of Man be.
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Could “genea” Be Interpreted As
•
•
•
•
•

“The disciples would not die
It refers to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD
God rejecting people will always be around
Fig tree is state of Israel
Generation that sees all this”

• The Jewish race
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Could “genea” Be Interpreted As
• “The Jewish race”
• The context of the entire Olivet Discourse
will answer this for us.
• Dr. Ryrie, Dr. David Hocking, myself and
many others see this not in the immediate
context of the surrounding sentences, but
in the context of the sermon. Previously,
Jesus used this word before this verse in
Matt 23:29-36 when He charged
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• “this generation” genea with the blood of all the
prophets from Able on. Then in Matt 23:36 Jesus
says, “I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this
generation.” He said “all this,” you have to ask “All
what?” is going to come on this genea. Well, the
next thing He teaches is the Olivet Discourse. After
explaining the Great Tribulation will come upon
Israel, He then promises that this genea “will not
pass away.” The Great Tribulation will not extinct
Israel, the sons of Jacob will survive. Dr. Ryrie says
in his notes on Matt. 24:34, “No one living when
Jesus spoke these words lived to see “all these
things” come to pass. However, the Greek word can
mean “race” or “family,” which makes good sense
here; i.e. the Jewish race will be preserved, in spite
of terrible persecution, until the Lord comes.”

The picture can't be display ed.

“you will be hated by all nations”
• NAU Matthew 24:9 "Then they will deliver you
to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be
hated by all nations because of My name.
• Who does the “you” make the most sense to
mean? Just the apostles? Just the people alive
at that time? Just the people in the last
generation? Or the Jewish nation?
• No race has been persecuted like the Jews.
30
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Mark 8:12, How Did Jesus Use “genea”
• Mark 8:12 …He said, "Why does this
generation [genea] seek for a sign? … no sign
will be given to this generation [genea] ."
• Matthew 12:39 …An evil and adulterous
generation [genea] craves for a sign; and yet no
sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah…
• Jesus is just about to multiply loaves and fish
for the people who lived in that “generation.”
Clearly Jesus uses genea to mean the “race,
family” leaders of Israel.
• People were coming to Jesus for the “signs”
(John 6:66).
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Rejected By This, genea
• NAU Luke 17:25 "But first He must suffer many
things and be rejected by this generation [genea].
• Jesus was not rejected by everyone who lived
at that time. All the apostles, thousands of
disciples, the great multitudes of the triumphal
entry did not reject Him.
• However, the nation of Israel, the bloodline,
through their leaders rejected Him. Exactly as
prophesied.
• John 1:11, Isaiah 53:3, Psalm 22:6, Isaiah 49:7
32
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Matthew 24:34, “this generation”
• Let’s keep checking the context; Jesus said in;
Matthew 24:21 "For then there will be a great
tribulation [Time of Jacob’s Trouble, Jeremiah 2:26-28, 30:7],
such as has not occurred since the beginning of
the world until now, nor ever will.” This rules out
70 AD, and 135 AD, because they were followed
by WW2, and the holocaust. And that will be
followed by the great tribulation when “this
genea” will suffer;
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Strong’s NT:1074, genea, NKJ Luke 21:32
• 1074 γενεά genea {ghen-eh-ah'}
• Meaning: 1) fathered, birth, nativity 2) that which
has been begotten, men of the same stock, a
family 2a) the several ranks of natural descent, the
successive members of a genealogy 2b) metaph. a
race of men very like each other in endowments,
pursuits, character 2b1) esp. in a bad sense, a
perverse race 3) the whole multitude of men
living at the same time 4) an age (i.e. the time
ordinarily occupied be each successive
generation), a space of 30 - 33 years…
• Usage: AV - generation 37, time 2, age 2, nation 1;
42…
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Matthew 23:35, Guilty Of Fathers Sins
• Matthew 23:35-36 so that upon you may fall the
guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you [this is a
“generic you,” of 500 years earlier] murdered between the
temple and the altar. 36 "Truly I say to you, all these
things will come upon this generation [this “genea”].
• Ezekiel 18:20 "The person who sins will die. The son
will not bear the punishment for the father's
iniquity…
• Jesus could not have meant the ones living at that
time, but the bloodline of Jacob. The “genea” Israel.
The context demands it; Matthew 23:30, 23:32
(our/your fathers)
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Matt 24:34, The Jews Will Survive
• NAU Matthew 23:36 "Truly I say to you, all
these things will come upon this generation
[Race, genealogy, family].
• NAU Matthew 24:34 "Truly I say to you, this
generation [Race, genealogy, family]. will not
pass away until all these things take place.
• Luke 21:32-33
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Matt 24:34, The Jews Will Survive
• The Jews will weep and mourn but survive;
• NAU Zechariah 12:10 "I will pour out on the
house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of
supplication, so that they will look on Me
whom they have pierced; and they will
mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only
son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like
the bitter weeping over a firstborn.
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We Can Trust Jesus’ Words
• Matthew 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away,
but My words will not pass away.
• Jesus’ unilateral promises to Israel will be kept!
• NAU Matthew 5:18 "For truly I say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest
letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is
accomplished.
• KJV Matthew 5:18 …one jot or one tittle …
• Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and
active and sharper than any two-edged sword…
• Psalm 119:160
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Matthew 24:36-41
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Matthew 24:36, No One Knows
• Matthew 24:36 "But of that day and hour no
one knows, not even the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but the Father alone.
• Seems like the Lord is making a strong point
here to keep people from speculating about
“how long a generation is?”
• But it didn’t stop them.

The picture can't be display ed.

Matthew 24:36, Of “That Day”
• Matthew 24:36 "But of that day …
• Isaiah 2:17 The pride of man will be humbled
And the loftiness of men will be abased; And
the LORD alone will be exalted in that day,
• Isaiah 4:2 In that day the Branch of the LORD
will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of
the earth will be the pride and the adornment
of the survivors of Israel [Zech 13:8]. 3 It will
come about that he who is left in Zion and
remains in Jerusalem will be called holy-[sifted, tested] everyone who is recorded for
life in Jerusalem.
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Matthew 24:36, Of “That Day”
• Isaiah 10:20 Now in that day the remnant of Israel,
and those of the house of Jacob …will truly rely on the
LORD, the Holy One of Israel.
• Isaiah 11:10 Then in that day The nations will resort to
the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the
peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then
it will happen on that day that the Lord Will again
recover the second time with His hand The remnant of
His people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt,
Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the
islands of the sea. 12 And He will lift up a standard for
the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel,
And will gather the dispersed of Judah From the four
corners of the earth. 13 …And those who harass Judah
will be cut off…
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A Few Regathering Verses
• The Regathering of Israel is everywhere in the Bible,
and we are watching it happen in our generation. Just
a few of the verses I have collected about it would be;
Micah 2:12, Isaiah 11:11-12, Jeremiah 3:14, 16:14-15,
Ezekiel 11:17, Genesis 13:15 Hag 2:7 Obadiah 1:2021 Lev 26:14-45 Micah 7:19-20, 2:12, 4:6 Hos 14:4-8,
3:4-5 Joel 3:20-21, 3:2 Deut 30:1-10, 30:1-30 Amos
9:11, 9:15 Ro 11:25-27 Zephaniah 2:1, 8, 3:8-20,
Zechariah 10:6-12, 8:1-23, 14:20-21 Matthew 3:12
Ezekiel 36:8-12, 37:12-14, 37:21-23, 11:17, 28:25
Jeremiah 23:3, 30:11, 16:14-15, 31:35-37, 29:14,
30:3, 31:10 Isaiah 66:8, 49:14-16, 41:10-11, 11:1112
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•
•
•

•

Matthew 24:51, Place Of
Weeping And Gnashing Of Teeth
Matthew 24:51 and will cut him in pieces and assign
him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Will unfaithful Christians go to hell?
Absolutely not! Would the Father pour out His wrath
on “the body of Christ” twice? Would the Son pour
out His wrath on “the bride of Christ” whom He
justified, purchased, made pure, says He loves and
intercedes for? Would the Spirit pour out His wrath
on the one He indwells, seals, baptizes, and
comforts?
The entire Olivet Discourse is about Israel and “the
time of Jacob's trouble” (KJV Jeremiah 30:7), not about
Christians, the bride of Christ, the church.
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Jeremiah 30, Matthew 24:51, Place Of
Weeping And Gnashing Of Teeth
• Jeremiah 30:1-24… 7 Alas! for that day is
great, There is none like it; And it is the time
of Jacob's distress [trouble in KJV], But he will be
saved from it… 9 'But they shall serve the
LORD their God and David their king, whom I
will raise up for them....24 The fierce anger of
the LORD will not turn back Until He has
performed and until He has accomplished The
intent of His heart; In the latter days you will
understand this.
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In Summary
• The context for the Olivet Discourse begins after
the Triumphal Entry with the cleansing of the
temple (Matthew 21:12). Cursing of the fig tree
(Matthew 21:19). Parable of the two sons
(Matthew 21:28) who would not work in the
vineyard. The evil Vineyard workers who killed
the son (Matthew 21:38). NAU Matthew 21:43
"Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will
be taken away from you and given to a people,
producing the fruit of it.
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In Summary
• Jesus then publicly silences the Pharisees and
Sadducees in Matthew 22:34-46.
• He then warns the people to not be like them,
Matthew 23:3 …do not do according to their
deeds; for they say things and do not do
them…
• He then calls down 8 “woes” upon the
leaders. Charging the Jewish leaders blood line
with the deaths of all the prophets since Abel.
All this at the temple, in rapid succession.
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Matthew 24:34, Disciples Devastated
• I think they “got it,” that Judaism was in
for big trouble, He had just given 8
“woes” to the leaders, just after;
• Matthew 21:43 "Therefore I say to you,
the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people [ethnos,a
race, a nation, pl. the nations (as distinct from Isr.] ,
producing the fruit of it. 44 "And he who
falls on this stone will be broken to
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Matthew 24:34, Disciples Devastated
• pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter
him like dust." 45 When the chief priests and
the Pharisees heard His parables, they
understood that He was speaking about them.
• The disciples had to be wondering, “If, the
kingdom of God will be taken away, our
leaders are condemned, and the temple is
going down, what about the Jews?”
• Jesus lovingly gave them the assurance in
24:34 so they could know that the “genea”
“Israel” would not pass away.
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Matthew 24:34, Disciples Comforted
• Matthew 24:34 has absolutely nothing to
do with any group of people that lived, or
will live, together at the same time.
• Matthew 24:34 has everything to do with
comforting the disciples about the future
of the “genea” “Israel.”
• All of God's promises about Israel, the
regathering, the son of David being King
over Israel for all eternity, and all of His
unilateral promises will be kept.

• In Closing
• Why in America do we have a general in
charge of the post office, and a secretary in
charge of defense?

• THE END

G. Campbell Morgan said, “What we do in
the crisis always depends on whether we
see the difficulties in the light of God, or God
in the shadow of the difficulties.”
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BIBLE IN FIVE
Pastor Dave Kooyers
Valley Bible Fellowship
Box 433
Boonville CA 95415
http://www.slideshare.net/dkooyers
www.ValleyBibleFellowship.org
(707) 895-2325
God bless you as you examine His Word,
Your servant in Christ, 2Cor. 4:5

These Microsoft PowerPoint presentations are provided "for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the
body of Christ" (Ephesians 4:12-15). To help Christians to "to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ." So that "we are
no longer...tossed here and there...by every wind of doctrine." They may be downloaded and modified free of charge.

Matthew 10:8 …Freely you received, freely give.
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http://raptureready.com/featured/ice/Mat
thew24andThisGeneration.html
Matthew 24 and "This Generation"
by Thomas Ice
http://raptureready.com/featured/ice/Matthew24andThisGeneration.html
" Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place." - Matthew 24:34
The last few months have been a time in which I have been involved in a couple of debates with preterists. Preterism teaches that most, if not all, of the Book of Revelation and the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24- 25; Mark 13; Luke 21) were fulfilled in conjunction with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in
a.d. 70. If this notion is granted, then almost all of Bible prophecy is not to be anticipated in the future, but is past history. Their false scheme springs forth from a misinterpretation of Matthew 24:34 (see also Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32), by which they launch an upside-down view of eschatology, which does not look
to the future but instead gazes at the past.
Preterist View
Preterist Gary DeMar says, " the generation that was in existence when Jesus addressed His disciples would not pass away until all the events that preceded verse 34 came to pass." [1] In contrast with fellow preterist, Dr. Kenneth Gentry, DeMar believes that this passage requires that all of Matthew 24 and 25 must
have been fulfilled in some way by a.d. 70 through the Roman invasion and destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.[2] DeMar says, " Every time ' this generation' is used in the New Testament, it means, without exception, the generation to whom Jesus was speaking." [3] DeMar' s assertion is simply not true! "
This generation" in Hebrews 3:10 clearly refers to the generation of Israelites that wandered in the wilderness for 40 years during the Exodus.
How To Find The Correct View
But how do we know that almost all of the other New Testament uses of " this generation" refer to Christ' s contemporaries? We learn this by going and examining how each is used in their context. For example, Mark 8:12 says, " And sighing deeply in His spirit [Jesus is speaking], He said, ' Why does this
generation seek for a sign? Truly I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation.' " Why do we conclude that " this generation," in this passage refers to Christ' s contemporaries? We know this because the referent in this passage is to Christ' s contemporaries, who were seeking for a sign from Jesus. Thus, it
refers to Christ' s contemporaries, because of the controlling factor of the immediate context.
When interpreting the Bible you cannot just say, as DeMar and many preterists do, that because something means X . . . Y . . . Z in other passages that it has to mean that in a given verse.[4] NO! You must make your determination from the passage under discussion and how it is used in that particular context.
Context is the most important factor in determining the exact meaning or referent under discussion.[5] That is how one is able to realize that most the other uses of " this generation" refer to Christ' s contemporaries.
Matthew 23:36 says, " Truly I say to you, all these things shall come upon this generation." To whom does " this generation" refer? In this context, " this generation" refers to Christ' s contemporaries because of contextual support. " This generation" is governed or controlled grammatically by the phrase " all these
things." All these things refer to the judgments that Christ pronounces in Matthew 22- 23. So we should be seeing that in each instance of " this generation," the use is determined by what it modifies in its immediate context. The scope of use of every occurrence of this generation is determined in the same way.
The same is true for Hebrews 3:10, which says, " Therefore I was angry with this generation." " This generation" is governed or controlled grammatically by the contextual reference to those who wandered in the wilderness for forty years during the Exodus.
The Correct View
Now why does " this generation" in Matthew 24:34 (see also Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32), not refer to Christ' s contemporaries? Because the governing referent to " this generation" is " all these things." Since Jesus is giving an extended prophetic discourse of future events, one must first determine the nature of " all
these things" prophesied in verses 4 through 31 to know what generation Christ is referencing. Since " all these things" did not take place in the first century then the generation that Christ speaks of must be future. Christ is saying that the generation that sees " all these things" occur will not cease to exist until all the
events of the future tribulation are literally fulfilled. Frankly, this is both a literal interpretation and one that was not fulfilled in the first century. Christ is not ultimately speaking to His contemporaries, but to the generation to whom the signs of Matthew 24 will become evident. Dr. Darrell Bock, in commenting on
the parallel passage to Matthew 24 in Luke' s Gospel concurs:
What Jesus is saying is that the generation that sees the beginning of the end, also sees its end. When the signs come, they will proceed quickly; they will not drag on for many generations. It will happen within a generation. . . . The tradition reflected in Revelation shows that the consummation comes very quickly
once it comes. . . . Nonetheless, in the discourse's prophetic context, the remark comes after making comments about the nearness of the end to certain signs. As such it is the issue of the signs that controls the passage's force, making this view likely. If this view is correct, Jesus says that when the signs of the
beginning of the end come, then the end will come relatively quickly, within a generation.[6]
The whole preterist argument goes up in smoke since they have reversed the interpretative process by declaring first that " this generation" has to refer to Christ' s contemporaries, thus all these things had to be fulfilled in the first century. When one points out that various passages in Matthew 24 were not fulfilled,
preterists merely repeat their mantra of " this generation," so that all these things had to be fulfilled in the first century.
I do not think that any of the events in Matthew 24:4-31 occurred in the first century. I will now look at the most significant event in the passage- the Second Coming of Christ in verses 27 through 31.
Did Jesus Return in a.d. 70?
Once again, preterists argue that it had to happen in the first century because of " this generation." So preterists use their very active imaginations, with a little help from Josephus, to try to explain why these passages do not speak about Christ' s second coming.
Verse 29 says, " But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken." Dr. Gentry says, " I will argue that this passage speaks of the a.d. 70 collapse of geo-political Israel.
Let us note that there is biblical warrant for speaking of national catastrophe in terms of cosmic destruction." [7]
If these are literal signs in the heaven then they have not happened in the past. Are they literal? YES! First, this was one of the reasons why the sun, moon and stars were created. Genesis 1:14 says that, on the fourth day, God created the sun, moon and stars " for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years." What
bigger event than the second coming of Christ would demand a global sign? In this passage Jesus is reporting what will actually happen in history. It will be a supernatural event, yet Dr. Gentry and other preterists want to dumb down this event with their naturalistic view that this has already happened.
Second, just as the sun was literally darkened at the crucifixion of Jesus as a sign, so will it be at His return. Third, the burden of proof is on preterists who do not take this literally as to why they don' t. They need to come up with something more convincing than the mantra of " this generation" requires it, because I
have shown that it does not. The point of the passage is that only God can control His creation and use it as a global sign that He is being announced as the returning, glorious Lord of all creation, into an environment of unbelief.
Matthew 24:30 says, " and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory." Dr. Gentry says, " This verse, along with all other verses leading up to if from Matthew
24:1, applies to the a.d. 70 destruction of the Temple." [8] If this prophecy has something to do with the destruction of Jerusalem in a.d. 70, then Dr. Gentry has not been able to tell us exactly what it is.
I agree with Greek scholar, A. T. Robertson, that the sign is the coming of the Son of Man Himself.[9] The first sentence would be rendered as follows: " and then will appear the sign, which is the Son of Man in heaven." This is called in Greek grammar the appositional use of the genitive case. The coming of the
Lord Himself is the sign, which was the very point he made to the high priest in Matthew 26:64 when He told them that they would see Him " coming on the clouds of heaven." This is what the angle told Christ' s disciples in Acts 1:11 after watching Jesus being taken up to heaven in a cloud, that " This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." This is why the next time Jesus comes, it will not be some " signless sign" that did not actually exist in the form of the Roman army, but instead the visible, bodily, physical return of Christ that
mirrors His ascension.

54

The next part of verse 30 says, " then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory." Why will they mourn, because they will see the undeniable sign of the returning Christ. Dr. Gentry says, that this merely refers to the Jewish
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Genesis 7:1, genea in LXX
• Gen 7:1-4 The Lord then said to Noah, "Go [come] into the ark,
you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in
this generation [lineage].
• di,kaion evnanti,on mou evn th/| genea/| (in the genea this)
• Luke 21:32-33 "I tell you the truth, this generation (genea) will
certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.
• BIBLIOGRAPHY, 1. Of the 43 references to genea in the NT, 33 are in
the Synoptics, where the word refers in 25 of its occurrences to the
Jewish people in the time of Jesus, 17 times in the expression "this
generation." In the redactional comment on the genealogy of Jesus
in Matt 1:17 and in the Magnificat in Luke 1:48,50, genea means
the generations to follow; in Luke 16:8, it refers to membership in a
Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament © 1990 by William
particular class.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
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Mark 8:12, No Sign Will Be Given
• Mark 8:12 Sighing deeply in His spirit, He said, "Why does
this generation [genea] seek for a sign? Truly I say to you, no
sign will be given to this generation [genea] ."
• Matthew 12:39 But He answered and said to them, "An
evil and adulterous generation [genea] craves for a sign; and
yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the
prophet;
• <1074> γενεά (genea)
• Meaning: race, family, generation
• Jesus is just about to multiply loaves and fish for the
people who lived in that “generation.” Clearly Jesus uses
genea to mean the “race, family” of Israel.
• People who come to Jesus for the “signs” are coming for
the wrong reason (John 6:66).
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Luke 17:25
Rejected By This Generation, genea
• NAU Luke 17:25 "But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by
this generation [genea].
• Jesus was not rejected by everyone who lived at that time. All the apostles,
thousands of disciples, in the great multitudes of the triumphal entry did
not reject Him.
• However, the nation of Israel, through their leaders rejected Him. Exactly as
prophesied.
• NAU John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not
receive Him.
• NAU Isaiah 53:3 …we did not esteem Him.
• NAU Psalm 22:6 …despised by the people.
• NAU Isaiah 49:7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and its Holy
One, To the despised One, To the One abhorred by the nation, To the
Servant of rulers, "Kings will see and arise, Princes will also bow down,
Because of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen
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You."
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“this genea” Is The 1/3 left, Zech 13:8
• Zechariah 13:7 "Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, And
against the man, My Associate," Declares the LORD of hosts.
"Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; And I
will turn My hand against the little ones. 8 "It will come about
in all the land," Declares the LORD, "That two parts in it will
be cut off and perish; But the third will be left in it. 9 "And I
will bring the third part through the fire [the great tribulation],
Refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is
tested. They will call on My name [Matthew 23:39 "For I say to you, from now
on you will not see Me until you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'"],
And I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My people,' And
they will say, 'The LORD is my God.'"
• The “My hand against the little ones” time has been 1900 yrs,
the 2/3 &1/3 time to “Refine, test them” is “the time of
Jacob's trouble” (KJV Jeremiah 30:7).
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Matthew 24:34, “genea” In the LXX
• Psalm 24:6 This is the generation of those who
seek Him, Who seek Your face-- even Jacob.
Selah.
• Psalm 45:17 I will cause Your name to be
remembered in all generations; Therefore the
peoples will give You thanks forever and ever.
• In the LXX, BGT Psalm 44:18 …ἐν πάσῃ γενεᾷ
καὶ γενεᾷ διὰ τοῦτο λαοὶ… in every genea
even genea through this people…

