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In thinking of the ages and epochs of human existence: Is human life improving or degrading? Are the ages  
becoming more golden or more corrupt? Is human wisdom becoming more beautiful or uglier?

v37 Daniel gives proper honor to the king, yet he uses the same apologetic as Paul before the philosophers on 
Mars Hill: Acts 17:22-27.

v38 – 7:4 Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom was the head of pure gold. 605-562BC. There were a series of lesser 
Babylonian rulers until Belshazzar was killed by in a black operation by Persian special forces on the night of Oct 7, 539.  
See Dan 5:30. Thus ended the golden head of the Babylonian Empire and started the silver chest.

v39a – 7:5 Silver chest/arms: On Oct 29, 539, Darius the Mede took the throne, and the Medo-Persian empire 
ruled for some 200 years. It was mightier in military power and territory, but lacked the central authority and fine 
organization of Nebuchadnezzar.

V39b – 7:6, 8:8, 22 Bronze belly/thighs:  Alexander the Great united the Greek city-states, devoured the Persians, 
and set out and conquered a huge swath of the world, from Asia Minor, to Egypt to all of Syria, modern Iraq and Iran, 
all the way to India! But his administration was weak and neglectful, he died away from home, his soldiers worn out, 
and left the kingdom to 4 generals: Lysimachus received Thrace and most of Asia Minor. Cassander obtained 
Macedonia and Greece. Ptolemy was given Egypt, Palestine, Cilicia, Petra, and Cyprus while Seleucus controlled the rest  
of Asia: Syria, Babylon, Persia, and India.
What gift did Alexander leave to the world and the Bible? ________________________

v40 – 7:7, 23, Legs of Iron – Rome became a republic in 509BC, but became an imperial empire when Julius 
Caesar crossed the Rubicon river in 27BC. Rome in the west fell in 476, Constantinople in the East lasted until it 
fell to the Ottomans in 1453. What gifts did Rome leave to the world and the Bible? _______________________
(prophetic gap)
v41-43 – 10 kings and kingdoms at the end of human governments.

V44-45 – The Stone! The 2nd Coming of Christ and Daniel's Son of Man, the Son of David will dash the kingdoms 
and governments of evil mankind to dust and blow them away! Psalm 2, Rev 19:11-21,  Matthew 24:29-30, 
25:31-35, Isaiah 9:1-7


